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Dear Friends,

God has truly blessed us, and it’s been a wonderful year at First Presbyterian Church of Ridgewood New
Jersey! As I write this report, I’ve divided it into three sections: (1) A Return to Normal, (2) A Session
Retreat, and (3) Preparing for the Bicentennial.

A Return to Normal

In many respects, 2022 was the most “normal” year for First Presbyterian Church since the beginning of
the pandemic.

Early in the year, our choral section leaders were back in the choir loft as a quartet on Sunday mornings,
providing musical offerings and leading the hymn singing. By Easter Sunday, the full choir had returned.
Over the course of the year, our weekly in-person worship attendance picked up; and by the end of 2022,
our attendance numbers were, at times, beginning to look like pre-pandemic numbers. Of course, we
continued to livestream the service and archive the recorded services so members, friends and seekers are
able to experience worship online.

Sunday School participation has picked up. We have reopened the Nursery on Sunday mornings, staffing
it with two attendants. And thanks to the leadership of Chris Wilson, our senior high students are once
again able to participate in Youth Group.

It was a year marked by losses, as some of our long-time members died. Yet, we take comfort in the
promise of the resurrection through our Lord Jesus Christ. It was also a year of renewed growth as we
received new members and baptized babies and young children, as well as one adult. It’s exciting to
welcome new members into the life of the church!

What’s more, we’ve been blessed with the ability to make some capital improvements to our facility,
which you can read about in the Property Committee Report.

A Session Retreat

At the end of April, the First Pres Session held a half-day retreat on the campus of West Side Presbyterian
Church. It was an enjoyable and meaningful time together as we considered ways in which God might be
calling First Pres to engage in ministry and mission.

Through a process of discerning where the passions of the congregation, the gifts of the congregation and
the needs of the community/world around us intersect, we concluded that God is calling First Pres to
focus our energy and resources on the following:

1. Creation of (additional) Caring / Focused Small Groups
2. Focused Mission
3. Adult Mission Trips
4. Focus on Security Needs of People (food, financial, spiritual)
5. Sponsor a Refugee Family

Allow me to elaborate on each one of these identified areas of emphasis:
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1. Caring/Focused Small Groups ~ I’m pleased to report that here at First Pres we are offering
small groups such as the Woman’s Guild, the Men’s Breakfast, Bible studies, Walk & Talk and
First Wednesdays. However, it would be wonderful to offer more ways for members to connect.
And more specifically, it is my hope that during the coming year, we can develop more ways for
First Pres parents of young children to connect. If you have ideas for additional small groups,
please reach out to me or to a member of the Session.

2. Focused Mission ~ I’m also pleased to report that we do engage in focused mission, both through
our volunteer efforts (for instance, the Produce Mission and Habitat) and through our mission
giving (see the Mission, Peace and Social Righteousness Team report). And our engagement with
fellow Presbyterians in Lebanon and Syria, which began in 2022, is expected to continue into
2023 and beyond.

3. Adult Mission Trips ~ We have not organized such a trip as of yet. However, it’s my hope that
we can do so during 2023.

4. Security Needs of People ~ For many years, we have focused on the security needs of people
through various drives (food, coats, hats/mittens, etc.) and through our mission giving. This is
something we do well! We care for the financial needs of members through the Deacons’
Emergency Fund. And I believe we do well at helping to meet the spiritual needs of people
through our various ministries, such as worship, Bible study and small group discussions, as well
as one-on-one conversations. The question becomes: What else might God be calling us to do?

5. Sponsor a Refugee Family ~ We have been blessed with the opportunity to walk alongside the
Ivan and Kateryna Mashliakevych family after they were forced to flee the war in Ukraine and
came to the United States through Uniting for Ukraine at the end of May. Members have been
able to assist with such practical needs as food, furniture and rent, as well as transportation for
Yan to attend nursery school. But most of all, First Pres members have been able to offer
friendship and a welcoming community.  And we have been blessed by their friendship!

My hope is that during 2023, we can continue to develop these areas of ministry and mission and in the
process grow as disciples of Jesus Christ, and just as importantly, share the love of Christ with neighbors
near and far.

Preparing for the Bicentennial

By now you are aware that 2023 will be an exciting year for First Presbyterian Church of Ridgewood as
we celebrate our bicentennial! And Team 200 has been working diligently since February of 2022 to plan
a number of ways to mark the occasion.

The actual date of the 200th anniversary of our founding is January 11, 2023. On the following Sunday,
January 15, a special worship service has been planned to kick off the year-long celebration.

On that Sunday, and each Sunday during the remainder of the year, we will ask a member or friend of the
congregation to share during the service what First Pres means to you. This is meant to be a brief talk. In
fact, we’re calling it 200 Seconds. Please be thinking about what you might say.

In June we will hold a Homecoming Weekend (June 9-11). Our hope is that former pastors, as well as
former members, will “come home” and participate in one or more special events during this weekend,
beginning with a picnic on Friday evening. Joining us for the picnic will be members of West Side
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Presbyterian, along with the West Side Band. On Saturday, we will hold a Second Saturday Service in the
Memorial Garden. On Sunday, we anticipate that members of Trinity Presbyterian will join us for
worship. Our guest preacher will be Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, the Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian
Church (USA). Following the worship service, we will hold a banquet in the auditorium.

My hope is that each member and friend of the church will join us for homecoming weekend. The party
won’t be complete without you!

In addition, plans include a special Youth Sunday Service on January 22; creation of a time capsule; a
First Pres entry in the Ridgewood Fourth of July Parade; a display of church archives in the Collentine
Room; publication of the church history (1973-2023); a digital church windows publication; a
bicentennial banner in the sanctuary as well as two banners outside; a church birthday celebration in our
nursery school; sprucing up the building and grounds; and a special mission project.

Regarding the latter, the Mission, Peace and Social Righteousness Team has recommended that First Pres
financially support the construction of the Aleppo Christian Center in Aleppo, Syria. And during 2023, by
God’s grace and through the generosity of our members, we hope to see that recommendation come to
fruition.

In summary, I am excited to be a part of this vibrant congregation at this exciting time in our history! I
hope you are too!

In closing, I’ll borrow these good words from St. Paul, as recorded in his Second Letter to the
Corinthians: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with all of you. (2 Corinthians 13:13)

Yours in Christ’s service,

Bruce
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2022 marked our 12th year as Music Directors at First 
Presbyterian Church, and as we saw some end to the initial 

impact of Covid-19, our challenge and call remained the same as it had throughout the Pandemic: to remain 
consistent in providing the same high quality of music for worship that has become the norm for our church. As we 
continued to grow and adapt to our in-Sanctuary and live-streamed services, we were fortunate to have an array of 
talented instrumentalists available to provide music for worship at the start of the year. Thanks to the  Chancel Bells, 
Chamber Bells, pianists Steven Eliya and Christopher Vehmas, cellist Emma Schmiedecke, violinist Melissa Macy, 
guitarist Brian Princing, trumpeter John Luckenbill, and our extraordinary organist, Linda Sweetman Waters, for 
leading the way with such dedication and high levels of excellence. 

In March, we resumed presenting vocal selections with our soloist/section leaders, individually and as a quartet, and 
on Palm Sunday the Chancel Choir returned on short notice, wearing singer's masks to be cautious. Easter was 
especially uplifting, once again having choral voices singing in the Sanctuary. Music Sunday, complete with 
handbells, choir and instrumentalists was back in June. 

In addition to our Sunday services, music could be heard at our Second Saturday gatherings, led by guitarist, Brian 
Princing. In April we resumed our Spring recital series offerings with Rejoice! An Afternoon of Music of Hope and 
Joy featuring violinist Melissa Macy, cellist Emma Schmiedecke, and pianist Christopher Vehmas. The concert's 
subsequent recorded broadcast on the church's YouTube channel has received over 2,200 views (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZFcMYm4klw&t=2287s)! This was followed by a Sanctuary-filled evening featuring 
the A Cappella vocal groups of Ridgewood High School, and presentations by the Ridgewood Singers and the 
Orpheus Men's Chorus, once again highlighting that First Pres is a hub for music and the arts in the Ridgewood 
community. 

Our wonderful soloists provided music through the summer months, and in August, we led the music activities for 
Vacation Bible School. In September, we welcomed some of our youth musicians into the Chancel Bells, and 
prepared our youngest singers, Olivia Davis and Cole Bellorgey, for solos in the annual Christmas Pageant. In 
addition, Chancel Choir rehearsals resumed normally, leading to a very much anticipated and very special Christmas 
Eve service that few will soon forget.  

We would like to thank the members of the Chancel Choir, Chancel Bells and Chamber Bells for their continued 
dedication and generosity of time and talent to those activities: Vera Coleman, Jan Cross, Sue Dickinson, Diane 
Eliya, Emmy Eliya, Maddy Eliya, Dana Feeney, Joshua LeRose, Suzy McDevitt, Dawn Murdock, Jessica Strader 
Paz, Mike Schuil, Marcia Unger and Rodger Yaden. We would also like to express our heartfelt gratitude to Pastor 
Bruce for his support, encouragement and inspiring leadership, to Diane Eliya, Joanne Bonwick and members of the 
Worship and Arts committee for their sustaining spirit and support, to MaryEllen Castaldo for her delightful 
camaraderie, to Dave Ciccolella and Leo Magrath, who make it possible for us to bring First Pres into your home 
each week, and to Dana Feeney, Tom Carozza and our church leadership for their constant support and assistance 
with things too numerous to mention. Finally, our gratitude to our congregants for their undying commitment to 
music at First Presbyterian Church, to the Glory of God. 

      Respectfully submitted, 
      Dr. Edward Schmiedecke, Director of Music 
      Carol Schmiedecke, Director of Handbells and Youth Music 

MUSIC ANNUAL REPORT - 2022

Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the 
firmament of his power. Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him 
according to his excellent greatness....Praise him with the timbrel and 
dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs. Praise him 
upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals. 
Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord. 

                                                                  Psalm 150: 1-2, 4-6
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WORSHIP AND ARTS COMMITTEE 

ANNUAL REPORT 2022 

 

               We may first ask the question, why do we come to church to worship? A simple and 

               direct answer is to remember God, to worship in community the God of  creation 

               and to be thankful for the sacrifice of Christ  that provides our  salvation.  

 

In Romans 12:1 Jesus says, “You shall worship the Lord 

your God and him only shall you serve.” 

 Worship Content: 

 How we worship as a congregation is the focus of the Worship and Arts Committee. In 2022 we                     

continued to raise questions about how to create a more interactive  service. Pastor Bruce Ballantine 

 has followed up on a committee suggestion to pose a question at the beginning of the service that is 

related to the sermon message.  The point is to give listeners a chance to focus attention on the coming   

lesson and relate it to their daily lives. The two scripture readings and hymns are chosen by  the pastor 

and are selected to give background support for the sermon.  By hearing a question at the beginning of the  

service we may be pulled into the  context  and are prepared to listen for the coming takeaway. When 

there is not a question you might check out the sermon title for a key into the coming message.   

 

 Altar Flowers: 

 The increase in the cost of Altar Flowers from $45 to $60 at the end of 2021 did not adversely affect 

  the response in 2022. And there is an option to share the cost with  another  family. If  two people sign  

 up for the same Sunday each family will pay just  $30. The  Flower Ministry  purpose is to remember   

  special people while enhancing the beauty of  our worship space. At  the end of each service the flowers  

  are made into  bouquets and delivered by the Deacons to  members designated by the Deacons. 

 

  Church Brochure: 

  An updated church brochure was completed in 2022 thanks to Donna Flagg’s efforts to secure Session 

  approval then tackle the task of contacting all committees for current information.  The new  brochure 

  was completed in  March of 2022 and was distributed in the sanctuary and  on tables  in the hallways. 

 

  Music: 

  We are grateful to our Music Ministry Staff, Dr. Ed Schmiedecke, Choir Director, Carol Schmiedecke,  

   Chancel Bells Director, and Linda  Sweetman Waters, Organist, for leading us through the worst of the  

   pandemic  without sacrificing the quality of our music program. Happily we are now back to having a  

   full in-person choir. A more detailed  report of the Music Ministry can be found in Dr. Schmiedecke’s   

   Annual Music Report. 

 

  Second Saturday Services: 

These monthly Contemporary Services in 2022 were held on March 12
th
, April 9

th
,  June 11

th 
and July 

 9
th
. Due to budgetary cuts and relatively low attendance it was decided to suspend offering Second 

 Saturday Services. Contemporary Guitar music will continue to be offered by Brian Princing  once 

 a month during our  traditional Sunday Worship.Services.  
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  Lenten Prayer Stations: 

  A program of interactive prayerful reflection was developed by Donna Flagg in  2019 for presentation  

  in 2020 but due to Covid 19 the program was put on hold.  In 2022 the program was activated through 

. the Worship and Arts Committee and  was held on Thursday March 3
rd

 from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm and   

   Friday March 4
th
  from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

 

   Tables (stations) were set up in the auditorium with each having a specific personal, private, and 

   silent prayer activity. Meditative music was provided as background.   People moved through the  

    stations and  the last was a walk to the chapel  where Pastor Bruce distributed the communion   

   elements. There were 32 members  who visited the stations and many requested that  the stations   

   continue as a permanent  part of our Lenten activities. Plans are underway  to offer the Lenten Prayer   

   Stations  again in 2023. 

 

   Lenten Suppers Without the Calories:  

   This Lenten tradition that includes supper and a Faith Journey presentation by a  member had to be   

    modified in 2022 due to Covid 19 restrictions. We adapted  by eliminating the suppers and having the   

    Faith Journeys presented on Zoom. We plan to resume the suppers and Faith Journey presentations in 

    person in 2023 with  alternating  committees providing food for each supper. 

 

    Ash Wednesday Service: 

     A combined First Pres and Trinity Presbyterian  Ash Wednesday Service was held on  March 2, 2022   

     with prayer, readings, musical offerings, a meditation and the imposition  of ashes. 

 

    Maundy Thursday Communion Service: 

    This annual Communion Service was held in the sanctuary on April 14 at 6:00pm. 

 

    Good Friday Service: 

     First Pres members were invited to join the Trinity Presbyterian Church Livestream  

      Good Friday Service with music and art depictions of Jesus’ journey to the cross. 

      

     Easter Worship Service: 

     A full in-person Worship Service was held with Chancel Choir, Chancel Bells, Organ, Piano,   

      Cello, Trumpet, Timpani and Percussion. Pastor Bruce’s sermon topic  was “I have Seen The Lord’.   

      The Choral Benediction of Handel’s Hallelujah chorus from The Messiah was sung by the Chancel 

      Choir and the service was concluded with  Linda SweetmanWaters playing Toccata from Symphony  

      for Organ No.5 by Charles  Marie Widor. 

 

       Advent  Candle Lighting: 

       Mary Ellen Castaldo, Director of Children and Family Ministries, recruited families to 

        participate in the lighting of the Advent candles and scripture readings through  Advent. Dr. Ed  

        Schmiedecke and Carol Schmiedecke provided the scripts with music for the lightings. Members  

        of the Worship and Arts committee met with the families  before each lighting. 

 

8



         Children’s Pageant: 

           The annual Children’s pageant was held on December 18
th
 and was directed by  Mary Ellen   

           Castaldo.in cooperation with the music ministry and the families of  the participating students . 

           The Committee is grateful for the gift of time and effort  that was given by all those involved  to  

            keep alive the story of the birth of Jesus for every generation.  

 

          Christmas Eve: 

           The annual Christmas Eve Candlelight worship began at 7:30 pm in 2022 with  Christmas music  

           selections, the lighting of the Christ Candle and  Lessons and   Carols. Pastor Bruce’s sermon was 

           entitled “Song of Hope” and acknowledged   and embraced the wide spectrum of joys and   

           challenges that the season holds with  consideration for the expectations and needs of all God’s  

           people. There was the  traditional lighting of the Christmas Candles as the lights went out and the  

           singing  of Silent Night followed by Joy To The World. 

 

          Santa Songsters: 

          The Worship and Arts Committee took the reins this year in organizing a return to visiting local 

           Assisted Living Facilities during the holidays for Carol singing. We visited Sunrise in Franklin 

           Lakes and Sunrise in Woodcliff  Lake on Saturday December 10th. All was made possible by    

           many volunteers from the congregation. Many thanks to Dr. Ed  for recruiting Chris Vehmas to   

           accompany the Songsters on piano. Residents joined in the singing which made for  very festive  

           events.  Thanks go to Chris for keeping us on key and to Sue Dickinson for leading the singers and 

           and entertaining the residents with amusing anecdotes. 

 

          Ushers: 

           Pastor Bruce requested that the committee look into creating a rotating Usher Schedule so we  

          could resume having ushers do collections during the Worship  Service. Co-chairs Diane Eliya 

          and Joanne Bonwick contacted all the former ushers  but found that with in-person attendance  not  

          yet back to normal it was not possible  to create a stable roster. We will revisit the situation in 2023. 

 

           As we recover from the effects of Covid-19 during the last almost three years, we  strive to  

           maintain a Worship Service that gives  all glory to God with all parts contributing to His 

          message to love one another as He loves us. We are thankful for a very supportive staff  and   

           members of all committees who come  together to help each other for the good of all.  

           And with special thanks to Pastor Bruce Ballantine who guides us always with humility and   

          compassion and a wee bit of humor when needed..   

Worship and Arts Committee  

Diane Eliya – Co-Chair                                  Donna Flagg – Elder Representative through August 2022 

Joanne Bonwick – Co-Chair                           Susi Hudson – Member at Large 

Sue Dickinson – Deacon Representative        Marcia Unger –Elder Representative as of September 2022 

Kali-Roy Eklof – Member at Large                Rev. Bruce Ballantine – Ex-Officio Member 

                                                                         Dr. Ed Schmiedecke Ex-Officio Member 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Joanne Bonwick (Co-Chair) 

Diane Eliya (Co-Chair) 
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    Lenten Prayer Station                                     Richard Vanacore’s art work displayed at 

                                                                                   the Coloring Prayer Station. 

                     
Easter Sunday April 10, 2022                                Christmas Eve Dec. 24, 2022 

                                                  o  

                     
         Caroling at Sunrise                                          Concert – Violin, Piano, Cello          

                                                       Advent Lighting                                                                         
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 2022 ANNUAL REPORT 

with MaryEllen Castaldo, Director of Children & Family Ministries 

Purpose 
The objective of the Christian Education Committee is to foster the growth of Christian development among our 
church members of all ages by providing opportunities for spiritual growth through bible study, service, 
stewardship, and community. 
 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path 
Psalm 119:105 

 
Members 

 Dawn Murdock (chair)  MaryEllen Castaldo (Director of Children and Family  Ministries) 
 Elisa Cerrina, Jill Critchley, Sue Dickinson, Sue Fischer, Linda Strickland (co-chair through June) 

 
The Committee expresses its deep appreciation for the dedication and gifts of MaryEllen, our Children & 
Family Ministries Director, as demonstrated by the amazing array of CE engagement below!  

 
Highlights of 2022 
 

Volunteers – Child Safety  
Throughout this year all First Pres. Staff, Church school teachers, volunteers and VBS volunteers and staff have 
received background checks and have competed the child safety training required.   

Sunday School & Special Activities 
January continued Church school classes and Confirmation classes.  Due to the concern of the spike in 
omicron cases. Beginning Sunday, January 9th we posted bible lesson videos.! They are uploaded each Sunday 
on Facebook at 9:45am. Confirmation classes were held via Zoom on Sundays.  

 Church school lessons included Women and Men of the Bible, Families of the Bible and the Miracles of Jesus. 
Then lessons on prayer “Lessons for Advent/Christmas & Lent/Easter. 

Thank you to the teachers that made Sunday School possible in 2022!  
 Jill Critchley, Dana Feeney, Sue Fischer & Linda Strickland!  
 
Our Confirmation Class -Sunday, June 5: The confirmation program ran from Sept. 2021 – May 2022.  The 
class was presented as new members on Pentecost Sunday! Congratulations to our Confirmands:  Olivia 
Davis, Luke Eliya, Hudson Feeney, Luke Feltman, Kyle Schnure,  CJ Torielli and  Dante Torielli.   Special thanks 
to Jill Critchley who worked with MaryEllen on the confirmation program.  

*Our Sunday Infant/Toddler Nursery:  following the pandemic closure, the nursery reopened in 
September.  We welcome Our NEW Nursery attendants Sarah Eliya & Katie Pavao! 

Lenten Prayer Partners - March: Students are encouraged to send a note or card to their chosen “prayer 
partners” to let them know they are being thought of and prayed for! It is so important to pray for one 
another and for the youth of our church to get to know our church’s members.  

OUR EASTER EGG HUNT- Sunday April 17, 2022  was held after worship service. Children received an 
Easter bag and then off to the Backyard of our church Manse to Hunt for eggs! For ages 2 through 7! Older 
Youth received Easter treats bags! 
 
Ice cream Sunday - July 10:: Our First Pres. members and children enjoyed ice cream with yummy toppings 
during lemonade time! 
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“Blessing of the Backpacks”- September 11th during the children’s message and then enjoyed a lesson and 
prayer in the Minnema Room with Ice cream sodas to finish the celebration!  
 
Church school kick off! - September 18: This show features a Christian entertainer (Magician) formerly of 
The Greatest Show on Earth who performs a family show for children and parents that ties his magic tricks 
into “forgiveness”, “hope”, and “mercy” focusing on God’s love. Lots of audience participation, comedy, 
juggling, and balancing act. We invited our First pres.  Nursery school Families and VBS attendees! This 
program was enjoyed by many! 
 
Bible  Presentations - Sunday October 16:    
5 church school students received new adventure bibles during worship service!  
Recipients were: Andrew Dickinson, Lucy Dickinson, Sarah Park and  Charlotte Paveo! 
 
Cookie decorating - December 4:  Our Church School Students practiced for the pageant and decorated 
gingerbread cookies and had lots of fun!  
 
Birthday Party for Jesus - December 11:  we held this event  after worship during coffee hour. Cupcakes, 
brownies, popcorn, snacks and a pin the baby Jesus in the manger game! Candy canes and take home gifts!   
 
Christmas Mart:  we held the first two Sundays in December. Our First Pres youth had the opportunity to shop 
for friends and family!   

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: August 1-4 We held an “in person” Vacation Bible School. All of our activities 
were held inside. Our theme was “Champions of Faith” There were 20 children in attendance! Thank you to 
Carol Schmiedecke for leading music…it was absolutely wonderful as always! I always receive positive 
feedback from parents and children want to return the next year! I couldn’t have done it without the 
dedicated volunteers who helped! Thank you to all who made this community outreach possible!  As our 
fundraiser this year a donation of $250.00 was donated to David’s Fund. 

Children & Youth-Led Sunday Worship Services 

LENTEN YOUTH SERVICE - March 20th:: Our confirmand’s and high school students led our youth service 
and all did an amazing job! What a blessing they are!   Olivia Davis. David Edelbach , Luke Eliya, Maddy Eliya, 
Hudson Feeney, Frankie Feltmann, Kyle Feltman, Luke Feltmann,  Kyle Schnure, CJ Torielli, Dante Torielli and 
Gianna Torielli.  

Our end of the school year Youth Service - June 19th,:  Thank you to:  Cole Bellorgey, Olivia Davis, Luke 
Eliya, Maddy Eliya, Hudson Feeney, CJ Torielli, Dante Torielli. Sermon Speakers: Isabella Burger, Sam 
McDevitt and Gianna Torielli. Samantha McDevitt sang a beautiful solo. Thank you for sharing your 
amazing gift with us Sam!  During the service, we recognized our First pres. High school graduates:  Kyle 
Feltmann, Samantha McDevitt, Samantha Santangelo, Gianna Torielli & Palmer Yates and our First Pres. 
College Graduates: Sophia Burger, Steven Eliya, Ryan McDevitt, Brooks Yates and James Yates. Congrats to 
all!  
 
Sunday, December 18: Our Annual Christmas Pageant: “AWAY IN A MANGER”.  Our youth at First Pres did 
an amazing job taking part in our worship service, readings and singing. We are so very proud of them!  

 

Family Mission and Ministry Activities 

Souper Bowl of caring soup sale - February 12th  sponsored by Christian Ed and Growth, was a great 
success! Thank you to all who generously donated to our “Souper bowl” of caring event!  We raised over 
$700.00 for Eva’s Village in Paterson! THANK YOU to our soup, chili and stew makers!  
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One Great Hour of Sharing - March:  our church school students received their Fish banks and they had an 
opportunity to bring their banks/donations for One Great Hour of Sharing to church during our Fish and Chips 
dinner on Sunday, April 3, 2022. Our youth were invited to play a fishing game for prizes in the auditorium!  
 
Our Lenten Food & NonFood Drive - March/April:: CE sponsored a fFood and toiletry  collection 
supporting Social Services of Ridgewood    

Oct. 1st a picnic First Pres.  Families with young children:   A gathering at First Pres.for an afternoon of 
food & fellowship.  An afternoon  BBQ of hamburgers & hotdogs and sides. We can never forget dessert! 
Children made crafts and enjoyed themselves playing the balloon toss game.  
 

December 18: Our Annual Christmas Bake Sale: We had a wonderful turnout: Many delicious baked goods 
were purchased to support Family Promises Camp Lots of Fun!  Thank you to all who baked amazing desserts 
and a special thank you to Saide Eliya for her delicious RICE PUDDING! Thank you to everyone who helped to 
make this year’s bake sale a great success! Peter Castaldo, Joan Davies, Sue Fischer, Samantha & Suzy McDevitt, 
Jessica & Steve Paz, Marcia & Joe Unger for helping on Sunday to make our bake sale run so smoothly!   

December  Mitten Tree was placed in church our hall thru the month of December, sponsored by CE, we 
received many donated scarves, hats, gloves and mittens which supports Center for Food Action in Mahwah. A 
Special Thank you to Peggy Neiman’s son Larry Neiman who blessed us by knitting  many hats scarves for all 
ages. They were absolutely beautiful!  

 

Youth Ministry 
High School liturgists who served through our Lenten & Advent seasons. Isabella Burger, Patrick 
Edelbach, Hudson Feeney,  Francesca Feltmann, Kyle Feltman, Glen Freda, Amanda Schnure, Cj, Dante & 
Gianna Tiorielli, Will and Palmer Yates,  Well Done! 

Sunday October 16:   College Student Care Packages:  our Christian Ed committee members donated items, 
Jessica Strader Paz, Steve Paz, Peter Castaldo, Maddy Eliya and Kyle Schnure filled and prepped to be mailed 
for 22 of our First Pres. college students! We received many thank you’s from our college students.    
 

YOUTH GROUP: We are blessed to welcome our new volunteer Youth coordinator Christopher Wilson!   

Chris held a youth meeting on Sunday, October 23rd and Nov. 20th. Chris and High School to introduce himself 
and talk about future plans and they enjoyed a light meal together.  Sunday, December 11th at 2:30pm Chris and 
3 High School students visited the “Family of Caring “ facility in Ridgewood.  They were well received, as they 
played bingo and gave out small gifts to the elderly as prizes.  The youth enjoyed their time there with Chris! 

Adult Education 

Bible Study:  Pastor Bruce led a fall adult bible series starting in September exploring biblical passages with a 
video-based Bible study written by Adam Hamilton, entitled Living Unafraid, held on Monday evenings at 
6:00pm & Wednesdays at noon. 

Ministry of Care Study: Sue Dickinson and Dawn Murdock led a book-based dialogue group on the topic of 
practical ways to help and what is not helpful “When Serious Illness Strikes.”   The discussions encouraged 
individuals to learn from each other’s experiences, as we seek to strengthen our ministries of care serving as 
channels of God's grace. Based on the book,  If There's Anything I Can Do by Josephine Hicks. Held for Three 
Sundays: Oct 2, 9, 16, from 11:30 am to 12:15 pm with participation by a total of 17.  

**** 
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Note: MaryEllen has presented the Invocation and Benediction at Eagle Scout Ceremonies for Troop 5 in 
2022. She also taught at Westside Church’s Summer Music Camp.   

2023 Christian Education Goals 
In addition to the ongoing ministry goals based on the CE Committee’s purpose, the Committee will 
specifically focus on the following in 2023.   

1) Engage New Volunteers:  Two new members of the committee, including one parent of 

child/ren in the infant to grade 12 age range; two new Sunday school teachers & two 

substitutes  

2) Foster children and youth developing deeper connections with each other and 

friendships as they participate in active Christina learning, mission and social activities 

together.  

3) Support development of an active and growing youth group  

4) Engage new member families and families with young children, with a mix of 

parent/child together activities and activities for children only, providing the parents with 

adult fellowship time with each other  

5) Support new small group opportunities for adult Christina education 
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Technology Committee Annual Report for 2022 

Co-chairs:  Sami Eliya, Jill Critchley 

The Technical Support Staff includes Dave Ciccolella, our technical assistant Maiah Riedel, who is a 

Ridgewood High School Student and Leo McGrath who does the Sound.  We thank you for your hard 

work, dedication and technical expertise!  

 

 

 

2022 Accomplishments: 

Livestream services- Successfully run Livestream Sunday Services 52 weeks without issues.  Memorial 

Services, Wedding services, and all Sunday are available on the website.  First Pres Website: 

firstpresridgewood.org 

Dave develops, maintains and supports the Nursery School website and any technical issues that arise. 

Nursery School Website: fpnsr.com 

He supports the staff with email and other computer issues 

For Office Supplies a new computer was purchased for our new bookkeeper and was set up by Dave  

A monitor was installed in the Nursery School anyone watching the children could watch the service via 

LiveStream and not miss service. 

We maintain an annual license for ZOOM conferencing capabilities and added a conference speaker to 

enhance hearing quality especially for Session meetings to support the hybrid meetings (where we can 

meet in person or be on ZOOM remotely). 

We use the Geek Squad for other support as needed through an annual subscription for hardware and 

software support for our staff. 

Security: Working with the Property Committee, a subcommittee of Andy Castaldi, Tom Gibson, Pastor 

Bruce and Jill Critchley worked with System One to get estimates for a security system, touring the 
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facility with to meet both Church and Nursery School needs.  Together we submitted a non-profit 

security grant (NPSG) request for the third time for $50,000 from the New Jersey Office of Homeland 

Security & Preparedness.  We are still waiting to hear if our grant was accepted, proposal was submitted 

Oct 31, 2022.    

2023 Goals and Visions: 

o Work with Facilities to install a security system with cameras and bell alarms

o Continue to improve our social media and LiveStream technology to best reflect First

Pres.

o Purchase new computer to control the security system

And He said to them: “Go into the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation”.  Mark 16:16. 

Respectively submitted, 

Jill Critchley, Sami Eliya 
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The First Presbyterian Church 
Property Committee Annual Report 

January 2023 
 
 
The Property Committee oversees the Church and manse properties. We keep the buildings in good 
structural condition and our infrastructure in good operating condition.  We also negotiate contracts to 
maintain the grounds and parking lots and we oversee capital improvements approved by the Session.   
 
Acknowledgements: 
First, many thanks to our maintenance and maintenance staff, Tom Carozza, Roger Yaden, and 
George Wood for your good work to keep our systems running and our buildings well-maintained. 
 
Also, the Property Committee wishes to recognize Don Weyant for his hard work this year and during 
previous years to beautify our Memorial Garden.  On his knees and with dirty hands, his efforts to trim 
over-growth, remove debris, and plant new annuals hasn’t gone un-noticed by us.  Thank you Don, 
from us and everyone at First Pres! 
 
The work summarized in this report are the result of dedicated efforts from our committee members:  
Joel Torieli, Marjorie Vanacore, Andy Castaldi, Richard Davies, Tom Carozza, Pastor Bruce, and Tom 
Gibson (chair).  Thank you all. 
 
2022 Summary: 

• Our first major effort of 2022 included investments in selected areas of our slate roofs that were 
required to establish watertight conditions and prevent structural and interior damage, especially in 
areas where water seepage was already evident.  We also completed one treatment to remove 
staining from mildew, lichens, and moss.  Thanks to Endowment and the Haffey fund for helping us 
keep the slate roofs in good condition. 

• Trees on all the church properties were trimmed in April to help improve the overall health of the 
trees, remove dead and falling branches, and reduce overhang above the building, driveway, and 
parking lots. 

• We completed two outdoor projects during the summer:   
o Extending the retaining wall and improving landscaping in front of the manse 
o Improving the walkways to/from the Memorial Garden by adding and resetting bluestones 

and installing edging.   
• We assisted the Nursery School in identifying, purchasing, and installing new window shades and 

door security shades. 
• Discussions linked to Team 200 activities to celebrate the church’s 200th birthday prompted us to 

remove overgrown shrubs from around the sanctuary to expose the beauty of our wonderful 
building, repair the interior spotlights (and timer) that illuminate the large stained glass facing East 
Ridgewood Ave each evening, and provide new filing cabinets for our library to properly store and 
preserve historic documents 

• Security has become a major area of focus: 
o At the turn of the new year, we installed a security system for the Nursery School that 

includes video doorbell and electronic lock release for the driveway door, security cameras 
that monitor the playgrounds and interior hallways, a keyless system for the entry door with 
fobs assigned to specific individuals, and a police auto-dialer in the event of emergencies. 
The system will be fully operational in a few weeks. 
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o In addition, First Pres has filed an application to the NJ Non-Profit Security Grant Program 
that is run by the NJ Office Of Homeland Security And Preparedness (NJ DHSP) so we can 
improve security across our campus and help us better control who enters and when. 

• Maintenance activities throughout the year included: 
o Repairing leaking waste pipes, faucets, flush valves, and fixture mounts 
o Replacing non-working light fixtures and emergency lights 
o Painting and rug cleaning in numerous rooms 
o Replacing selected restroom fixtures in the Nursery School 
o With help from a donation from RHS Project Graduation, replacing the slop sink used by our 

maintenance staff 

 
Property Committee Priorities For 2023 Will Be: 
 
• Rebuild the front steps from Ridgewood Ave into the main building.   
• Evaluate opportunities to improve controls and energy efficiency of our heating and A/C 
• Install additional replacement windows, especially where current windows and frames are failing 
• Complete an evaluation of our flat (tar) roofs and complete necessary repairs/maintenance 
• Pending the outcome of our grant application to NJ DHSP, further enhance security of the buildings 

and grounds. 
• Together with the Session, consider additional projects that make sense for our congregation. 
 
Please feel free to contact the committee chair or any of our committee members with your questions, 
suggestions, and offers of support. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Tom Gibson 
Committee Chair 

 
Committee Members 

Tom Gibson 
Marjorie Vanacore 
Joel Torielli 
Andy Castaldi 
Richard Davies 
Tom Carozza 
Pastor Bruce 
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Roof Valley Before  (With Aluminum Patches) 
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Roof Valley 
During          After     

   
 

        Rebuilding A Waterproof Edge 
 

    

Some Gutters (Before Repair) 
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Deacon Annual Report 2022 

We take inspiration from the book of John Ch. 21 vs 15-17 “…Feed my sheep…Tend my lambs…” 

There are 15 Active Deacons serving on the board for the 2022-2023 Term. 

Sue Dickinson – Moderator &  Visitation  Jeanine Jamieson – Chair of Flowers       

Linda Cascardo – Vice Moderator   Suzy McDevitt 

Kathleen Barko-Chair of Reception   Robert Morris - Treasurer 

Bonnie Brooks – Co-Chair of Communion  Li Towt 

Elisa Cerrina – Co-Chair of Care   Britt Tunick – Chair Transportation 

Greta Croucher – Co-Chair of Communion  Nancy Walters – Secretary & Co-Chair Care 

Emmy Eliya      Rodger Yaden – Co-Chair Communion 

Donna Flagg 

This year we welcomed new members Emmy Eliya, Donna Flagg, Suzy McDevitt, and Li Towt, and we thanked 

retiring members Joanne Bonwick, Sue Fischer, Carolyn Kosten and Mary Shaw for their dedicated and faithful 

service. 

The first half of the year we met on Zoom but since the fall we have met in a hybrid format of both in person 

and on Zoom.  We continued our regular care functions of chancel flower deliveries (109) including Easter 

plants and Christmas poinsettias, visits, phone calls and sending notes and cards. We are making a special 

effort to enhance contact with our sections by asking a Deacon to give a monthly report.   We will evaluate 

this new procedure in the spring.  Special thanks to Rodger Yaden and Salwa Eliya for preparing the Chancel 

flowers for delivery each week.  We prayed daily for members and friends of our congregation.  Caring Cooks 

made and delivered 35 meals to 4 different recipients.  There are 21 cooks.  We instituted the use of Signup 

Genius for Caring Cooks and we will continue to evaluate and refine its use.  The Visitation/Contact team has 

been revived.  We have seven members and are presently visiting/contacting on a monthly basis thirteen 

congregation members unable to attend worship in person.  We hope to continue with this monthly contact 

goal.  Communion coordination is another important part of our mission.  We have been using prepackaged 

self-contained elements for sanitary reasons.  Covid is still very present in our lives!  But, we were able to hold 

the Deacons’ Tea again in the spring to thank retiring Elders and Deacons and welcome those starting new 

terms on the church Boards.  Thank you to Sue Fischer and Kathleen Barko for coordinating that event. 

As we work to stay connected, we want the congregation to know that support is available for meals, 

transportation and visitation.  Please contact your Deacon or the church office to let us know how we can be 

of service.  If you’d like the church office to have your emergency contact information, contact the pastor. 

Yours in Christ, 

Sue Dickinson, Moderator 
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Nominating Committee Annual Report 

2022 
 

“From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, 
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”    

Ephesians 4:16 (NIV) 
 
 

The Nominating Committee is a body of the congregation tasked with the 
responsibility to provide a slate of candidates for election at the Congregational 
Meeting. It is chaired by an Elder and is comprised of an Elder and Deacon 
representative along with Members-at-Large who are also elected by the 
congregation at the Congregational Meeting.   

Guided by the “Book of Order” and church By-Laws, the Nominating 
Committee was charged to search and select active members to serve as church 
officers and to ensure they reflected the rich diversity of the church’s membership. 
The Nominating Committee did this by encouraging members of the congregation 
to recommend leadership candidates or answer a call they heard and self-
nominate.  

Through a series of meetings over Zoom and prayerful discussion, the 
Committee developed a list of potential candidates. This was done in consultation 
with the “Companion to the Constitution of the PCUSA” to identify members who 
had demonstrated gifts and leadership along with a commitment to the life and 
ministry of First Presbyterian. Members were then invited to consider the invitation 
to serve as an Elder, Deacon or on the Nominating Committee as an At-Large 
Member through telephone calls and emails when in-person opportunities were 
not available.  

On Sunday, May 1, 2022 the Congregational Meeting was held in the 
Sanctuary and Zoomed to ensure the comfort and safety of all members. The 
following officers were elected: Elder Class of 2025:  Sam Barko, Sue Fischer, Dawn 
Murdock, Jessica Strader, Marcia Unger. Deacon Class of 2025: Linda Cascardo, 
Nancy Walters, Emmy Eliya, Li Towt. Nominating Committee: Richard Davies, 
Donna Flagg, Sue Fischer. The Ordination and Installation of Officers was held on 
June 12, 2022 and was followed by the Deacons’ Tea. 
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On Sunday, October 22, 2022, a Congregational Meeting was held to elect 
Donna Flagg to the Board of Deacons to serve out the remaining term of one year 
for Carolyn Kosten as a member of the Class of 2023. Suzy McDevitt was elected to 
the Board of Deacons as a member of the Class of 2025. 

Our committee would like to welcome our new officers and thank them for 
graciously accepting to serve in the leadership of First Presbyterian.  Thanks goes 
out to retiring Elders Richard Davies, Steven Dear, Sami Eliya, Donna Flagg and 
Linda Strickland. Deacons Joanne Bonwick, Janie Dear, Sue Fischer, Carolyn Kosten 
and Mary Shaw. Nominating Committee members Carol Davidson, Jeanine 
Jamieson, David Shaw and Marcia Unger for their leadership and commitment to 
First Pres.  The Committee is also especially grateful for the leadership and wise 
guidance of Session and Pastor Bruce Ballantine.  

The Nominating Committee will continue its work in 2023 to recruit 
members to fill vacancies on the Session, Board of Deacons and Nominating 
Committee.  We ask that you keep our committee in your prayers as we endeavor 
to develop the next slate of candidates. These leadership roles directly affect how 
we as a church support one another and the community through worship, mission 
and care while fulfilling Jesus’s teachings to serve one another in fellowship and 
faith.  If you are interested in serving or placing someone’s name in nomination, 
please contact Anita Hutton or any other member of the committee.  

 

Anita Hutton, Chair      
Elder Representative: Marjorie Vanacore   
Deacon Representative: Jeanine Jamieson 

Congregation-at-Large: Richard Davies, Donna Flagg, Sue Fischer 
        

 

Respectfully submitted by: Anita Hutton 
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Leadership of First Presbyterian Church of Ridgewood, NJ  
2022 

 

Officers of The Corporation of The Board of Trustees 
President – Richard Davies         Vice-President – Rick Friedl 
Treasurer – Andy Castaldi Secretary/Clerk – Joan Davies   

 
Pastor/Head of Staff – Rev. Bruce Ballantine 

                

 
Elders of Session: Sam Barkho, Robin Byrne, Andy Castaldi, Jill Critchley, John Eliya, 
Sue Fischer, Rick Friedl, Tom Gibson, Anita Hutton, Laura Magrath, Dawn Murdock, 
Sandy Santangelo, Jessica Strader, Marcia Unger 
 
Board of Deacons:  Kathleen Barkho, Bonnie Brooks, Linda Cascardo, Elissa Cerrina, 
Greta Croucher, Sue Dickinson (Moderator), Emmy Eliya, Donna Flagg,  Jeanine 
Jamieson, Carolyn Kosten, Suzy McDevitt, Robert Morris, Britt Tunick, Li Towt, 
Nancy Walters, Rodger Yaden 
 
Nominating Committee:  Richard Davies, Donna Flagg, Sue Fischer, Anita Hutton 
(Chair), Marjorie Vanacore (Elder Rep), Jeanine Jamieson (Deacon Rep) 
 
Standing Committees of Session: 
Christian Education      
Finance/Stewardship     
Growth/Hospitality     
Mission, Peace & Social Righteousness Team 
Technology     
Worship & Arts 
Nursery School 
Personnel 
Property  
 

“Let us not become weary in doing good,  
for at the proper time we will  reap a harvest if we do not give up”  

Galatians 6:9 (NIV) 
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Growth and Hospitality 2022 Report
Committee: Sandy Santangelo, Sami Eliya, Sue Sofka, Linda Strickland, Kate Yates,
Brit Tunick, Linda Cascardo and Cynthia Rae

The past year we have started to be back to “normal” or our “new normal”. Thankfully
we were able to open our doors and windows ( I feel like that’s a line from the movie
Frozen?) and gather IN PERSON! How wonderful has it been to see everyone’s smiling
faces and to be able to shake hands and hug once again!!! So here is our year in review
as you can see we have some events that continue and a few new one’s thrown in.

Souper Bowl of Caring- Feb. 12th
In a joint mission to raise money for Eva’s Village, the growth committee joined forces
with Christian Ed and Mission Peace and Social Righteousness to feed a hungry
congregation a variety of soups, chili and cornbread.
We made a few adjustments and sold pre-ordered quarts and sold out! This year’s
event will be IN PERSON and take place again on Feb. 12 so mark your calendars!

Fish and Chips April 3
Given the spike in COVID we were unable to host our usual Lenten Suppers, well that
didn’t stop us from getting together. In conjunction with Session, Growth helped to host
a Fish and Chips Food Truck event! The weather didn’t cooperate so the event was pick
up or eat inside with tables spread out. We had a gummy fish guessing game and Pete
Castaldo was the very happy winner. (his grandkids favorite snack)
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Produce Mission- June 26- Nov 20th
Several members of the Growth  Committee once again helped out with the produce
mission this past season, as well as many FP members. In fact we had more volunteers
this year than ever before! (we even ran out of aprons one Sunday) The mission is one
of the few community projects that we have been able to do safely during COVID and it
has become a time of connecting with church members.  Our partner Table to Table has
been very happy to receive our weekly donations as the number of food insecure
families in our community has risen.
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The Produce Mission suffered a great loss with the passing of our dear friend Dave
Sifton. Dave was a faithful member of the Produce Mission who would show up each
week to lend support even when he wasn’t able to pack up the produce. He always
showed up with a twinkle in his eye, a little chuckle and a smile. He will be missed.

Music at the Bandshell

A great idea from Donna Flag, First Pres members would meet at
the Ridgewood BandShell to hear music during their summer concert series on Tue and
Thur nights. The 1st Pres flag would be flying so everyone would know where to put
their chairs. We will continue this summer so look to join us.

Fall Fun Day Oct. 30th
A new gathering this year was our Fall Fun Day. A joint event with Christian Ed we had
coffee hour outside and celebrated a beautiful Fall day. There were activities for young
and old, pumpkin decorating, whipped cream pie eating competition, Halloween
costume contest and a candy corn guessing game. Of course there was food! Apple
cider donuts, finger sandwiches and warm cider.
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Celebration of Light Nov. 27
This annual event continues to be a magical evening! From the caroling led by Ed and
Carol Schmiedeck with Brian on keyboard to the fire pits and roasting of
marshmallows.A wonderful time was had by all that attended.
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New Members
We were so excited to welcome several new families to First Pres this past year. Many
with young children which is wonderful- I love to see the young kids running around
coffee hour, reminds me of when mine were that age! Every new family was welcomed
with our trademark cake- a First Pres tradition!
Welcome: Luis and Melissa Ostolozaga, Monica Chizmadia, Jean McGarry, James and
Dallyla Silva Park, Lauren Gill, Ivan and Kateryna Mashliakevych, Allison Perrapato,
Lynn Malyso

We may be celebrating our 200 this year but there is nothing “old” about our active
congregation! We have many great events in the coming months so stay tuned. The St.
Patty’s Day Bingo is back this year- better than ever!!

Respectfully submitted by: Sandy Santangelo Chair
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Personnel Committee 

2022 Annual Report 

January, 2023 

MISSION:  The mission of the Personnel Committee is to develop, implement and ensure 

adherence to personnel policies, and further the employment and retention of a competent staff 

that is responsible for the day-to-day needs of the church and the fulfillment of its ministries.  

FUNCTION:  The committee closely coordinates personnel and salary administration matters, 

including: budget recommendations, position descriptions, evaluations, employment, exit 

interviews, and participation in other church committees.   

Members: 

Andy Castaldi, Chairman               Margorie Vanacore 

Joseph Suplicki                                Sue Fisher  

Craig Walters                                   Pastor Bruce Ballantine  

Key 2022 Activities: 

 

 Reviewed employee staff evaluations. 

 Reviewed Child Safe Conduct Policy for all employees involved with Children. 

 Nursery School staff contracts for 2022-2023 were completed, reviewed, and distributed.  

Contracts included salary adjustments (5%).  

 Hired additional staff members for Nursery School to comply with State and County post 

Covid 19 regulations 

 Participated/attended monthly meetings of Nursery School, Finance and Property 

Committee.  

 Participated in completing and submitting a security grant application to the State of New 

Jersey. 

 Participated in the Hiring of a PT Bookkeeper to replace outside bookkeeping services. 

 Started process of reviewing Position Descriptions for all First Press employees.  

 

Comments: 

 Staff Appreciation 

 2023 Goals/Activities 

 Questions/Comments 
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Troop 5 2022 Annual Report 

We would like to thank the First Presbyterian community for their continued support and especially thank Mary 

Ellen Castaldo, Dana Feeney and Pastor Bruce for their guidance in 2022. We are looking forward to continuing 

the Scouting traditions at First Presbyterian in 2023.  In 2022, Troop 5 provided Scouts with opportunities and 

experiences that help them to learn leadership skills, build character, and experience the importance of giving 

back to the community. There are currently 35 Scouts registered in the Troop, ranging in age from 11 – 17.   

 

As it has done for decades, Troop 5 focuses on boy-led planning of meetings, and instruction of younger scouts by 

older scouts in subjects such as first aid, camping, cooking and, of course, tying knots.  We have continued to have 

scouts practice leadership and teaching skills, earn merit badges, and progress through rank advancement.  

Games are added to the end of some meetings, keeping things fun and engaging for the scouts. 

Troop 5 maintains one of the most ambitious schedules of all of the scout troops in New Jersey.  In addition to 

weekly Monday night meetings at First Presbyterian and monthly weekend trips during the school year, over half 

of Troop 5’s scouts participated in weeklong summer camp trips where they were able to earn merit badges 

towards rank advancement. A number of older Scouts also experienced a weeklong high adventure canoe trip at 

Floodwood Scout Camp in the Adirondack Mountains where they work together as a team to navigate treks of 

dozens of miles over a 5 day trip. 

   

For its weekend camping trips, in addition to making its traditional visits to local scout camps in Northern New 

Jersey, Troop 5 also hosted camping trips at Fort Ticonderoga, New York and Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  At these 

camping trips, scouts engaged in outdoor hiking, cooking, cleaning, camp set-up, rank advancements and service 

projects. 
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Troop 5 values and instills in its scouts a spirit of community service.  Scouts learned the value of giving back to 

the community through supporting the annual Gold Star Mother’s Day event at Van Neste Square, donating gifts 

to the Valley Hospital Pediatric wing at Christmas time, and various Eagle Scout projects.  In 2022, the Troop will 

continue its participation in the Ridgewood School District’s Super Science Saturday, hosting its popular “tinker 

table” where students take apart and examine household appliances and devices.  In these pursuits, the Scouts 

have learned the importance of being hands on, helping others, and giving with their hearts. 

The Eagle Scout rank is the highest rank in Scouting and Troop 5 was honored to add two of its scouts to that rank 

in 2022.  Troop 5’s latest Eagle Scouts are Tommy Groehnert and Ian Hartigan.  A key part of earning the Eagle 

rank is to develop and lead a service project. Benefits to the community achieved through our scouts’ service 

projects in 2022 included a storyboard walk on the grounds of Orchard Elementary School, a refurbished cabin at 

a camping site in Ringwood, and cleaning/painting a resource center at a domestic violence shelter in Teaneck. 
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In 2022 and 2023 the adult leadership at Troop 5 has included: 

Troop Committee Assistant Scoutmasters and Committee Members 

Jack Glynn Scoutmaster Robert Moomjy Michael McGrath 

David Clark Committee Chairman Craig Fenster Jennifer Harper 

Jerry Cheng Treasurer Scott Reynolds Michael Gallant 

Elizabeth Kennedy Advancement Chair David Bock David Melican 

Jason Harper Eagle Scout Coordinator Deven Shah Melissa Rivera 
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 ~ Church Office ~ 

Administrative Manager ~ Dana Feeney 

  
We managed many renters this year under the careful guidance of the 

Re-Entry Task Force.  

 

In 2022 we started renting to the following:  
 
Toastmasters International (bi-monthly meetings)  

Ridgewood Singers (rehearsal and concert space)  

The Orpheus Men Club Chorus (concert space)  

The Hobbyists 

Connections  

Holmstead School  

Boy Scout Troop 5 (chartered by First Pres)  

 

We were given the opportunity through Session approval to have Red 

Marble Media film episodes for the Discovery Channel at First Pres.  

This lead to a commercial filmed in the Nursery School.  The word is 

out that we are an accommodating site and look forward to future 

opportunities. 

 

We are continually and faithfully supported by volunteers Carol 

Davidson and Greta Croucher. They are instrumental in getting mailings 

out to the congregation and help with other projects.  

 

Praying 2023 brings blessings to us all.  

 

Submitted by Dana Feeney, Administrative Manager. 
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First Presbyterian Church, Ridgewood, NJ Statistical Report for 2022 
 

         Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews 13:8 
 

 
Total Membership as of January 1, 2021: 317 

     
Losses:  
Deletions - 42     
Transfers -   2               
Deaths -   4                   

                        
            Additions:      
  Profession of Faith  - 13    
  Reaffirmation of Faith - 9              
  Letters of Transfer -0              
                  

    Confirmands received in 2022 
      Olivia Davis, Luke Eliya, Hudson Feeney, Luke Feltmann 

 Kyle Schnure, CJ Torielli, Dante Torielli  
 
 Total Membership as of December 31, 2022: 291 
 
   Baptisms - 5 Weddings - 1 

 
         

          Members who entered into God’s Eternal Kingdom in 2022 
 

  Thomas F. Moore 
Albert W. Schagen 

  Lorraine D. Sproul 
  Roger T. Turley 

 
 
 
Submitted by Joan Davies 

            Clerk of Session 
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Living Water Church, Ridgewood, NJ 
For Arabic Speaking Followers of Christ 

 
Report to First Presbyterian Church, Ridgewood, NJ  

by 
Sam Barkho 
Sami Eliya 

 
January 18th, 2023 

 

 

2022 Summary: 

The Arabic language Living Water Church with a relationship with First Pres since 

1978 is alive and well with the grace of our Lord.  Like everyone else in our 

community, local and remote, 2021 was another tough year for our community, 

specifically our sisters and brothers, the followers of Christ in Syria and Lebanon. 

Both countries' economies are near collapse with fuel shortages and over 1000% 

inflation has created unimaginable hardships.  We will never take for granted the 

blessings bestowed upon us in the USA, including our  relationship with First Pres, 

Ridgewood. 

 

Weekly Services: 

● Sunday Evening Service: Held either 5:00pm or 6:00 pm on Sundays 

consisting of worship hymns, scripture readings, Pastor Fikry preaching or a 

guest speaker, post worship fellowship, with desserts and beverages served. 

Approximately 25 weekly Arabic speaking native tongue regularly attend in 

person in the First Pres Auditorium and broadcast to Facebook Live via a 

hand held smart phone.    

● Tuesday Evening Arabic Prayer Line: includes Scripture readings , prayer requests and 

international pastors from Egypt              

● Friday Evening Bible Study: Held at 7:00 pm on Fridays used to be held in the 

chapel pre covid times, now done via telephone conference call is attended 

by 10 people on average who listen to Bible teaching by the Pastor and 

participate in discussion and raising questions about various subjects and 

theological issues. 
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● Thursday morning Ladies Weekly Prayer line for requests through out USA, 

Canada and Middle East. Pastors Fekry and Abedoulah in Jordan lead the 

prayers. 

 

 

Summary of Church Activities in addition to Sunday worship 

● Weekly Friday evening bible study over conference call 

            Opening the doors for may people who came to Christ from different 

countries  

● Prayer Tuesdays, where a hotline for prayer requests is answered all day 

every Tuesday. 

● Syrian and Egypt crisis direct relief - Church attendees have donated over 

$4,000 in 2022 to directly help Christian families in both countries. 

● Thanksgiving care packages (sandwiches and snacks) were distributed to the 

in-person attendees on the Sunday before Thanksgiving when traditionally a 

potluck dinner is held in the first Pres dining room.  Also  packages were 

dropped off at several shut-in homes.  

 

          2022 Pre-COVID Annual Potluck Thanksgiving Dinner held on Sunday before Thanksgiving  

 

Church Committee:  
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In addition to Pastor Fikry who leads the church through his preaching, teaching , 

and counseling, there is a Church Committee of members who have volunteered 

their time and efforts to serve the church in the financial, organizational, and 

arrangement of special holidays and other occasions such as inviting a guest 

speaker or Christian worship  singers. 

Currently the committee consists of the following members: 

1. Mr Fikri Farag, Pastor 

2. Mr. John Eliya Committee chair and First Pres Representative 

3. Mrs. Ramzia Eliya-Basna and Mrs. Eman Awad,Welcoming Committee 

4. Mr. Nabeel Hajal – Music, and finance. 

5. Mr. Sam Awad - General Support and food provisions. 

6. Mr. Zuheir Basna – Record keeping and external relations 

7. Mr. Sam Barkho - Committee member representing First Pres. 

 

Pastor Fikry Farag  

 

LWC Demographics: 

● Economic Demographic: LWC attendees are typically middle class including 

doctors, dentists, engineers, lawyers, construction contractors, car 

mechanics, jewelers, business owners, that live in Bergen, Passaic, and 

Rockland counties. At times visitors from Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island 

take the trip over for worship. 
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● National Origin Demographic: LWC  attendees are Arabic language  speaking 

US Citizens and legal immigrants (green card holders) including some recent 

Syrian refugees.  The members pride themselves in the fact  that they have  

roots in Middle Eastern Christian communities dating back to the times of 

Christ and the apostles, predating the advent of Islam to those areas.  Today 

these Christian communities exist in Arabic speaking countries of Syria, 

Lebanon, Jordan, Israel-Palestine, and Egypt with numbers dwindling due to 

constant emigration of the youth to Europe, the Americas and Australia.  

Many LWC members maintain ties to their relatives overseas.  

 

Sincerely Submitted by: 

Sam Barkho, Committee member, LWC, and member First Pres Ridgewood. 

Sami Eliya, First Pres. Session Liaison to Living Water Church 
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Mission Peace and Social Righteousness Team (MP&SR) 
 
Our purpose is simple: to inspire members to share their time, gifts and resources to reflect Christ’s love 
in our community and beyond and to inform and educate our congregation as we strive to heed God’s 
word by working for justice and promoting peace.  
 
Our Mission Statement: We are a welcoming community formed in Christ, committed to sharing his love 
with others – with feet that carry us out into the world, with hands that serve, and with hearts in 
fellowship and faith. 
 
Our Budget for 2022 was $30,000 - $10,000 from the budget and $20,000 from the Haffey Fund 
 
$7,500 Camp Johnsonburg Capital Campaign (sent) 
$150 MLK Jr. Scholarship 
$250 Bronx Fire January 2022 
$500 Butterfly Program at Valley in honor of Mary Shaw 
$1,750 Confirmation Class 
$250 Mission Coworkers PCUSA – Mission Personnel Support 
$1,000 PCUSA Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) Ukraine 
$250 Hike for Hope – Family Promise 
$1,667 OGHS 
$1,000 Carol Eliya Youth with A Mission 
$1,500 Johnsonburg Camp 
$1,500 Habitat for Humanity Paterson 
$500 Interserve USA Keith and Nala 
$500 Table to Table 
$446.28 (250 + 196.28) Stroller and gift cards for Mashliakevych family 
$5,000 2023 Kickoff for Aleppo Christian Center – peace – restricted funds  
$2,500 for restricted mission fund 
$500 for Butros Zaour – Damascus Preacher 
$500 gift cards for Mashliakevych family (Visa) 
$1,000 Pastoral fund for families in need 
$150 Angel Tree 
 
Final 2022 spend $ $28,413.28 ($1,586.72 under budget)  
 
2023 Budget Commitments 
$7,500 Johnsonburg 
$5,000 Aleppo Church  

In January, we changed our name from the Mission Committee to the Mission, Peace, and Social 
Righteousness Team (MP&SR).  We want to re-brand ourselves as we prayerfully consider our work and 
mission values. We are looking for more church members to join our team! Are you passionate 
about making a difference? Do you love volunteering? Maybe you are interested in looking at ways 
to combat social inequities. Come join our team and make a difference! 

This year we made our second of three payments to Camp Johnsonburg.  We have pledged $7,500 a year 
for three years to Camp Johnsonburg as they renovate their facilities.  The campaign outlines 4 major 
needs - update existing buildings, improve and diversify housing options, expand program offerings, and 
strengthen infrastructure and operations.  Johnsonburg continues to be one of the only Presbyterian camps 
in the northeastern area and is a sacred and open space for all.  We are excited to help them with this 
endeavor.  Please ask questions about the program! 

As we all know, the conflict in Ukraine began in February of 2022. The MP&SR team felt strongly that 
we should find a way to help refugees that come our way.  We were able to sponsor a beautiful family, 
the Mashliakevychs. Volunteers helped set them up with furniture, grocery cards, star-up funds, rent, job 
hunting, and rides to daycare. Baby Yan was baptized at our church on November 13, 2022. 
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Since 2023 is our bicentennial (200 Year Anniversary) we wanted to think bigger with our mission.  This 
year Pastor Bruce traveled to Syria for an adult mission trip as part of the Outreach Program and has 
shared parts of his journey with us. His trip inspired us, and we have made a commitment in 2023 to send 
$5,000 to the Aleppo Church in Syria to help build their Christian Center. We will also be fundraising for 
this wonderful cause.  

Our church’s mission is more than just the money we budget.  We also served our community 
through some amazing volunteers and staff members: 

• Hoboken Homeless Shelter – we donated socks for the homeless thank you Joan Davies for dropping off the 
socks to the shelter 

• Family Promise – we made donations over $300 and participated in the Hike for Hope challenge 
• Crop Walk – we raised $100 towards the virtual crop walk to stomp out hunger. 
• Social Service Association of Ridgewood & Vicinity – the Lenten food drive collected non-perishables 
• Warren Point Presbyterian Food Pantry – the Fall food drive collected non-perishables 
• One Great Hour of Sharing – Fish and Chips fundraiser raised $741 
• One Great Hour of Sharing - $6,831 was sent for 2022 
• Eva’s Village – the Souper Bowl of Caring sponsored by Christian Ed and Growth raised $723 
• The Angel Tree for children of incarcerated parents - thanks to our congregation and MP&SR team, we were 

able to send 25 children gifts for Christmas. 
• Center for Food Action in Mahwah – Hats, scarves and mittens from the mitten tree were dropped off by 

MaryEllen Castaldo 
• Team 200 - the fall annual Mums sale raised almost $500 thank you, Dana Feeney and Jessica Strader 
• Team 200 – the fall craft fair raised almost $1,800 – thank you Joan Davies, Jessica Strader, Donna Flagg, 

and others who made this possible 
• Team 200 – ornaments were designed and sold – so far, we have broken even but have more to sell. Thank 

you, Joan Davies, for her work on this project 
• Team 200 – Christmas Photos were taken by a professional photographer to raise money for our Bicentennial 

– a big thank you to Sandy Santangelo for her hard work. We raised about $400. 
• Family Promise - $1,350 was raised for Camp Lots of Fun, sending 2 homeless children to camp this 

summer. Thank you MaryEllen Castaldo for leading this effort and to all the helpers 
• St. Paul’s Community Center – we continued our St. Paul’s ministry each month, providing a meal for the 

men 12 times in 2022. Thank you, Sam and Suzy McDevitt, for leading this mission! 
• Table to Table – Each Sunday afternoon while the Ridgewood Farmers Market was open, volunteers brought 

back boxes of fresh produce to the church for Table to Table to pick up and deliver to food pantries. Thank 
you, Sandy Santangelo, for leading this mission! 

• NJ Cares – A coat drive has been running through the beginning of 2023 where Joan Davies will donate 
them to a shelter 
 

Thank you to everyone who proved we are the hands, feet, and heart of Jesus Christ. 

Jessica Strader - Co-chair  
Robin Byrne - Co-chair  
Joan Davies 
Rick Friedl 
Rev. Bruce Ballantine 

In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must support the weak, remembering the 
words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ (Acts 20:35) 
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Endowment Committee of First Presbyterian Church 

Annual Report 2022 

(The Up’s & Down’s and In’s & Out’s of 2022) 

 

2 Corinthians 9:6 

“The point is this:  whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully.” 
 

 

The Up’s and Down’s of 2022 
 

While it is difficult to believe that the pandemic and its after effects continue to be felt almost three years after its start, 

the Endowment Fund continues to grow and support causes both within the walls of First Pres and beyond. However, 

though the value of the Endowment Fund did not escape the economic downturn which we are all experiencing, there is 

every reason to be optimistic. Deb Cross, our wealth advisor at Romano Brothers writes: 

 

“Both the Stock and Bond Markets in 2022 were challenging to say the least, due to extraordinary inflation, excessive 

P/E valuations particularly in several sectors, supply chain disruptions, global events with Ukraine and recession fears. 

However, I’m pleased to report that FPC account significantly out-performed (Benchmark Index Returns) in 2022, 

enduring the storm quite well.” 

 

With continuing volatility expected in 2023, I am extremely confident that Deb will continue to guide our investments 

appropriately so that the Endowment Fund grows and allows us to do God’s work. 

 

 

The In’s and Out’s of 2022 

 

Our Endowment Fund grew with the following gratefully received contributions: 
 

Tree of Life Donations:  $1500 

Green Umbrella Note Card Program:  $795 

Other memorial and cash gifts:   $10,339.43 

 

The Tree of Life donations were: 

In Memory of Sue(Sui Ping) Mahr - Donna Flagg’s mother 

in Memory of Luke Weyant - Don & Mary Weyant’s grandson 

in Honor of the Wedding of Jessica Strader and Steven Paz 
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Memorial donations were received honoring: 
 

Tom Moore 

Dr. Christie McBeth Forbes (mother of Kate Yates) 

Roger Turley 

 

Finally, included in the memorial and cash gifts category was a generous donation of $9,000 

 from the Reitmeier Trust. 

 

In 2022, the Endowment Committee voted unanimously to make the following gifts: 

 

$20,000 to Mission in the name of Paul and Alpha Jo Haffey  

$2,700 to support Pastor Bruce’s mission trip 

$2,700 to cover the cost to clean portions of the church’s slate roof 

$24,000 to underwrite the cost of the Worship Service Livestream by Tesla Media 

 

 

Looking ahead to 2023. . . . 
 

As we celebrate our bicentennial, Endowment will soon be adding two doves which will fly above our Tree of Life! We 

hope to have a celebration to commemorate their addition. 

 

We encourage everyone to help ensure the growth of our Endowment Fund by supporting the Green Umbrella Project 

as well as making our fund the recipient for memorial contributions. 

 

We will continue to use the proceeds from the fund to support mission and other worthwhile projects. 

 

Let us continue to sow bountifully so that we may reap bountifully in 2023 and beyond. 

 

 

On a sad note, we lost a faithful member of our committee this year with the passing of Al Schagen. His knowledge and 

experience on our committee were always invaluable and he shall be missed. 

 

In closing, I am grateful for my small but mighty committee of Joanne Bonwick, Don Dexter, Richard Davies and Dave 

Shaw. I know they join me in thanking Richard for his many years of faithful service as Chairman of the Endowment 

Committee. I assume the reins knowing that the bar has been set high by those leaders who came before including 

Bruce Crocco, Tim Wentworth and Richard. I am excited to guide and witness the continued good works which can come 

to fruition because of a strong and ever-growing Endowment Fund. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Laura Magrath, Chair 
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First Presbyterian Church of Ridgewood, NJ 

 Small Group Ministry Annual Report 2022 
~ Spiritual Connections with Friends ~ 

 
Matthew 18:20    

For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
                                                     I am there among them. 

For the past five years, I have had the opportunity to lead numerous small group studies to complement Pastor Bruce’s 
ministry and bible studies.  I am forever grateful as I continue to be inspired by those who have participated in the 
small group ministry opportunities via Zoom and in-person.  This year, a five-week book study was offered, and a new 
women’s ministry opportunity was created, both well-received.  As a result, the group has expanded and deeper 
friendships are being developed, thus creating a stronger church family and culture that is inspiring and faith-building 
Most importantly, it has enabled us to be intentionally in discovering the beauty of the spiritual realm of God’s 
presence, His love and grace.  It has been amazing how people have opened their hearts - sharing personal feelings, 
struggles and how their faith sustains them.  It has been heartwarming to experience and witness how the Holy Spirit 
spoke to people during the sessions.  

Below is a summary of the two small group ministry opportunities 

Wonderstruck:  Awaken to the Nearness of God by Margaret Feinberg 
Through the ten chapters of the book, we explored the wonders of God as found in the Scripture. Together, our eyes 
opened to the ten wonders of God, defined and embellished by the author – Divine Expectation, God’s Presence, 
Creation, Rest, Prayer, Restoration, Friendship, Forgiveness, Gratitude and Abundant Life.  We explored how to 
develop a renewed passion for God, find extraordinary moments on ordinary days, discover peace in knowing we’re 
wildly loved and recognize the presence of God in the midst of our routine. 
 
As I reflect on this book study, I continue to be wonderstruck and grateful for the myriad of ways the participants in 
the study have inspired and challenged me to grow spiritually.  I am grateful to the following people who have joined 
me on this spiritual journey:  Joanne Bonwick, Robin Brickman, Judy Casey, Diane Eliya, John Eliya, Lisa Freda, Anita 
Hutton, Betty Lee, Laura Magrath, Signe Myhren, Li Towt, Marcia Unger and Marjorie Vanacore.  

First Wednesdays:  For many years, women at First Pres were fortunate to have been a part of 
Martha Circle which Mary Shaw so graciously spearheaded.  During my visit with Mary, we 
reminisced about all the wonderful happenings with the women’s ministry.  A few days later as I 
reflected, I thought how wonderful it would be for women to gather together once again to 

enjoy fellowship, food and spiritual inspiration.   

The birth of First Wednesdays took place in November.  It meets once a month on the first Wednesday from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. for an evening of food, conversation and spiritual inspiration.  It’s been a wonderful opportunity for women 
of all ages to gather together with church friends and make new ones, as we discover fresh ways to connect with one 
another and with God.  Each gathering includes a brief spiritual inspiration for about 30 minutes followed by a time to 
enjoy fellowship over food.  People are invited to bring a dish to the potluck dinner which is held in the host of the 
month’s home or in the Minnema Room at church.  

The interest and attendance have been overwhelmingly positive with an average of 14 people attending each month.  
I’m grateful for the women who have attended and inspired me and others.   I especially wish to thank Laura Magrath 
for helping with the setup when I hosted in November with the theme, The Gift of Waiting - PATIENCE.  A special 
thanks to Diane Eliya for graciously hosting in her beautiful Christmas decorated home in December and playing the 
piano as Sue Dickinson led us in singing Christmas carols.  Sue’s choice of reading the "A Cup of Christmas Tea" by 
Tom Hegg was a great reminder how important it is for us to be fully present and to share ourselves with others. 

~ 
My hope is that may each of us open our hearts, take the time to be still and listen to how God is 
calling us to grow spiritually and embrace His vision for us in the new year 2023.  May we continue as 
a church family to develop deeper friendships and relationships.  I invite you and hope that you join 
us in future ministry opportunities.             
                                                                                                    Respectfully submitted by Donna Flagg 47



Hobbyists Unlimited 

In 1966, 16 forward thinking retired men who were members of First Presbyterian Church decided to 
join together to pursue activities that they enjoyed. These common interests started simply and over the 
past 56 years Hobbyists Unlimited has grown to 400+ members with over 30 clubs and activities 
including:  

Sports and Games  Personal Interests  Social Activities 
Bocce    Book Club   Dinner Dance 
Bowling    Camera Club   Habitat for Humanity 
Bridge    Gourmet Cooking  Hobbyists Concerned 
Chess    Investors Club   Lunch Bunch 
Fishing    Jazz Bunch   ROMEO (Retired Old Men Eating Out) 
Golf    Military History   Trips and Tours 
Hiking    Jazz Bunch   Volunteer Services 
Pinochle   Military History       
Poker    Movie Lovers 
Tennis    Music Lovers 
Walking   Italian Language 
    Public Affairs 
    Science and Technology 
    Wine Appreciation 
    Wine Making 
 
As you can see, Hobbyists provides activities for a broad range of interests, but most importantly the 
club strives to support its members in a congenial and collegial atmosphere in everything it does. 2022 
proved to be another very successful year, adding new members and ending the year on budget. 
Members range in age from their early 60’s with thirty+ members over 90. Our members are very active 
and participation is high.  
 

2022 Officers and Executive Committee 
Bill Healy, President 

Bob Mosher, 1st Vice President 
Mark Singer, 2nd Vice President 

Peter Weinstein, Secretary 
Gary Engelhardt, Treasurer 

Cliff Matthews, Past President 
Rich Edelman, Past President 

Ed Daly, Past President 
Don Togneri, Past President 

Lew Dickinson, Sponsor’s Representative 
 
The members of the executive committee and all of the members of Hobbyists Unlimited are grateful 
for the support of First Presbyterian Church as the club continues to thrive and serve men in their 
retirement.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lew Dickinson 
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Weekday Nursery School Annual Report 2022 
 
Our school has been serving the community since we opened our doors on October 7, 1968. This 
2022-2023 school year marks the 54th year of First Presbyterian Church Nursery School’s service in 
the Ridgewood Community. First Pres. Nursery School is dedicated to developing the emotional, 
intellectual, social, and physical growth of our students. We believe that education is a cooperative 
effort among students, parents, and staff, designed to stimulate the creativity and achievements of 
each individual child. We feel that each young person entrusted to us is important, and we consider it 
a privilege to be a part of each child’s life! All our classes are taught by experienced, caring, and 
creative teachers. All teachers have a background in Early Childhood Education through college 
certification and/or experience and are required to attend a minimum of 12 additional hours of early 
childhood education training annually. All classroom teachers are CPR/First Aid certified. We are fully 
licensed by the state of New Jersey, with licensing renewal inspections occurring every 3 years, in 
addition to annual state ‘mini-inspections’. At the time of this report, we have our permanent license. 
The next licensing audit renewal for the Nursery School will be November 2025. We are currently 
awaiting our annual student health record/immunization audit conducted by Valley Hospital’s 
Community Health Dept., on behalf of the State of NJ.  
 
During 2022, wonderful improvements and renovations took place in the Nursery School. Window 
shades were installed in the Director’s office and all the classrooms. Enhanced security was installed, 
which included emergency lighting, cameras, electronic door locks, and desk top monitoring for the 
Director’s office. Renovations were made to the second-floor bathroom. The improvements to the 
Nursery School have been well received by the staff, parents, and visitors. 
   
The current enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year is 79 students. We offer various preschool 
programs, including our Extended Day Pre K program, Lunch/Play, Enrichment Classes & Summer 
Camp. Our Spanish, Music, and Gym curriculum continues to be very popular with our students, staff, 
and parents. 
 
Registration for the 2023-2024 school year is underway. Interest in the Nursery School continues, 
and tours are being conducted for prospective families. Our informative and attractive website, which 
has increased our visibility for current and future students, includes school photos in our gallery. 
Please be sure to check it out at www.fpnsr.com.   
 
The Nursery School, a vital part of the First Presbyterian Church revenue stream, is self-supporting 
with an annual budget submitted through the Finance committee and approved by Session. 
Fundraising efforts have raised approximately $1,189.00 YTD. Proceeds from our fundraisers are 
funding our “in-school” field trip program for our students as well as classroom supplies and 
equipment. Our fundraising efforts also included purchasing a balance beam to use during our 
Monday Gym classes and a Light Table Manipulative Center to rotate amongst the classrooms.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Julia A. Bolt, Director 
201-445-2552. 

49

http://www.fpnsr.com/


Weekday Nursery School Annual Report 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

     Teacher Appreciation Luncheon  

     Culinary Enrichment 

                                Summer Camp 

   Outdoor      

   Gym Day 

 

   Special 

Person Day 

           Fire Truck Visit 

   

50



First Presbyterian Church Nursery School of Ridgewood, NJ 
Annual Report – 2022 

 
Nursery School Committee: 
Evelyn Kender and Marcia Unger, Co-Chairs              Pastor Bruce Ballantine 
Anita Hutton, Secretary                                                  Andrew Castaldi, Chair of Personnel 
Donna Flagg, Elder                                                           Joseph Suplicki, Community Historian 
 
This has been another very successful year for our Nursery School with 79 students enjoying 
enrollment. 
 
Enrichments, Lunch Bunch and Summer Camp continue to be very popular additions to the 
regular school curriculum.  Enrichments include themes such as “Learning with Legos”, 
“Culinary Kids,” and “Spectacular Science.” 
 
The Committee has overseen discussions of teacher salaries and tuition increases in order to 
make our NS competitive yet affordable for our NS parents. 
 
The Nursery School has been invited to join in the celebration of the church’s 200th anniversary 
by gathering all classes in the auditorium for a birthday party for 1st Pres. 
 
Next year all Pre-K classes will be 5 days with accommodations made for those parents who 
require a four-day class. 
 
The Committee has discussed plans to provide enhanced security for the education building.  
During the Christmas holiday break, the majority of these plans became a reality.  They include 
emergency lighting, cameras, electronic door locks, classroom intercoms/PA boxes and desk 
top monitoring for the Director’s office.  Also during the holiday break, the upstairs bathroom 
was renovated.  This included the removal of two unused urinals which were replaced by two 
new toilet stalls and a new sink. 
 
One of the most important achievements of this school year is the conclusion of the State Re-
licensing of our Nursery School.  Julia Bolt worked closely with the State officials in order to 
ensure that all details related to the licensing process were accomplished in a very smooth and 
efficient manner.  This license will remain in place for the next 3 years. 
 
We would like to extend sincere thanks to the faculty, staff and our dedicated Director, Julia 
Bolt, for her limitless energy, attention to detail and for creating a nurturing home away from 
home for the students.  We are very proud of the talents of our Director, faculty and staff. 
 
As this is being written, registration for the 2023-24 year is ongoing 
 
 
Mark 9:36-37 
  “Whoever receives one child like this in my name receives Me; and whoever receives Me does 
not receive Me, but Him who sent me.”  
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TEAM 200 BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2022 

 
“From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds 

itself up in love, as each part does its work” Ephesians 4:16 (NIV) 

 
Over 200 years ago, fifteen men and twelve women, former members of the Paramus Dutch 

Reformed Church, endeavored to form a new congregation which had deeper worship and theological 
principles. On January 11, 1823, they signed a request to organize what would become the direct 
predecessor of our church and January 11, 2023 will mark our 200th anniversary. 

Team 200 was established by Session to spearhead the plans and preparations for celebrating 
our bicentennial year.  The Team consists of volunteer representatives of Session, Deacons, the 
Congregation, committees and church staff.  On Sunday, January 15, a special worship celebration will 
be held to kick-off a year-long celebration of this momentous milestone in the life of our church. 

 
Throughout 2022, Team 200 met on a regular basis to brainstorm, set goals/objectives and 

begin the planning process. The goal of the Team was two-fold:  to preserve our history and to tie-in 
church activities that honor our past while propelling us into the future. The Team agreed that smaller 
sub-groups would take the lead on tasks and coordinate with church committees to ensure activities 
encompassed the whole life of the church.  The tasks identified early on included: 

 Creating a bicentennial slogan: “200 Years of God’s Grace & Glory” 

 Writing a special Anniversary Hymn to mark 200 years of worship 

 “200 Seconds” added during worship for a shared “what First Pres mean to me….” 

 Planning celebratory events for worship, mission, growth & fellowship 

 Incorporate our sister congregations (Trinity, Westside, Living Water Church) into plans 

 Identifying a special mission project  

 Identifying key historical materials through a “Treasure Hunt” of the church building 

 Establishing a secure, organized and maintained historical archive 

 Defining areas for display of historic objects, memorabilia and ephemera 

 Updating the written church history to reflect the past 50 years (1973-2023) 

 Adding historical highlights on the church website and in First Press, bulletins  

 Commissioning a commemorative banner for the Sanctuary and outdoor banners 

 Digitally updating the Stained-Glass book written by Barbara Van Tilburg  

 Expanding the Pastors’ Portrait Gallery to include Rev. Dr. Hansen and Rev. Ballantine  

 Sprucing up the building and grounds 

 Time capsule and activities for children and families  

 Fundraising efforts to support the celebrations 
 

With goals established, during 2022 the Team put into motion efforts to advance and implement ideas 
that emerged and continued to bear fruit as team members got further into the planning process. 
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BICENTENNIAL KICK-OFF: The slogan of “200 years of God’s Grace & Glory” was chosen by the Team 
with January 15, 2023 selected as the date for the Kick-Off of bicentennial celebrations.  A special 
worship service was designed to honor our past, celebrate our present and prepare us for the future.  
PNENJ Leader Steve Huston and Com Liaison Rev. Edward Clydesdale were invited to attend and 
participate.  A commemorative banner was commissioned to be unveiled at the service and was 
graciously gifted by Trinity Presbyterian Church. A special Anniversary Hymn was also written by Dr. 
Edward Schmiedecke.  It was determined that a commemorative bulletin would be created and “200 
Seconds” of sharing would be initiated as a part of worship service going forward throughout 2023.  

The Team during its “Treasure Hunt” of the church located historic communion objects dating 
back to the original Pleasant Avenue location.  To honor our history, it was decided to celebrate The 
Lord’s Supper using the anitque communion ware on January 15th and to include a brief history in the 
bulletin.  Antique wood-carved offering plates will also be incorporated into the service.  A reception in 
the Auditorium has been planned for after the service. Vintage serving items will be in use and historic 
artifacts and memorabilia will be on display in the Auditorium and Collentine Room.  
 
HISTORY:  Team 200 recognized the historical record of our church is important to us as a congregation 
as well as to family historians and those researching the history of the area.  Our 200-year history is a 
remarkable one of faithful people and an institution that evolved with the times. The Team agreed 
securing our history needed to be a primary focus in addition to the special events and celebrations. 
Over the Summer, a “Treasure Hunt” took place throughout the church building. Locations were 
inventoried and historic items were relocated to the Library for on-going sorting, curation and archival 
storage under the direction of Peggy Norris and Joe Suplicki. 
 From the materials gathered, a church history will be written. It will concentrate on key 
historical events particularly over the past fifty years (1973-2023). This will serve as an update to the 
book published in 1973 for the 150th Anniversary.  
 
FUNDRAISING: The Team conducted multiple activities to serve as fundraising efforts to support the 
bicentennial celebrations. These included selling custom-designed, commemorative Christmas 
ornaments, the Craft Fair held on Saturday, June 25 in the Auditorium, Fall Mum Sale and a Fabulous 
Photo Fundraiser. Fundraising activities will continue throughout 2023 and will be used to cover 
bicentennial-related expenses.  
 
SPRUCING UP THE GROUNDS & BUILDINGS: In partnership with the Property Committee and church 
staff, the Team worked to sort, organize, clean and streamline the church building and grounds.   
Outdated supplies and material were reviewed from a historical perspective and disposed of if deemed 
without function or historic merit.  
 
TECHNOLOGY/COMMUNICATIONS:  Efforts to update the church website with historical information 
got underway in 2022. The Team will continue to enhance our website throughout 2023 and include a 
calendar of events and bicentennial celebrations. Historical articles will also be added to First Press and 
the bulletin as interest items.  During 2022, One Call was used to notify members of bicentennial 
activities and will be a continued resource of the Team throughout 2023.  
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2023 BICENTENIAL ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS: Team 200 looks forward to 2023! It will be an exciting year 
for First Presbyterian. The celebratory service on January 15th will lead off the events. Historic items 
and memorabilia will be on display and our Pastors Portrait Gallery in the Cloister will welcome the 
additions of Rev. Dr. Howard J. Hansen and Rev. Bruce Ballantine. A special Youth Sunday Service will 
be held on January 22.  During the Spring, children and families will be invited to participate in the 
creation of a time capsule and activities showcasing “200”. Also, First Pres will celebrate its 200th Easter 
together. 

In June, the Team is planning on holding a Homecoming Weekend (June 9-11). Former pastors 
and members will be invited to “come home” and participate in the weekend’s special events. On 
Friday evening, a picnic will be held with members of Westside Presbyterian and will include music by 
their band.  A Second Saturday Service will be held in the Memorial Garden. On Sunday, Trinity 
Presbyterian will join us for worship along with guest preacher, Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, the Stated 
Clerk of the Presbyterian Church (USA). A banquet is planned in the Auditorium following worship.  The 
fun continues into the Summer with First Pres’s entry into the Ridgewood Fourth of July Parade.  The 
Nursery School will celebrate with a 200th Birthday Party in the Fall. A special mission project will also 
take shape during 2023 and culminate in a Fall fundraising Middle Eastern dinner.  
 
MANY THANKS: The story of our church is a shared story of us all.  Team 200 would like to thank those 
who so willingly gave their time and talents to advance its efforts to prepare for such a historical, once-
in-a-lifetime year of celebration. Thanks goes to the church staff, Session, Board of Deacons, Property 
Committee, Finance Committee, Technology Committee, Music, Worship & Arts, Christian Ed, 
Endowment and Mission, Peace and Social Righteous Team.  We are also appreciative of the gracious 
participation of Trinity Presbyterian Church, Westside Presbyterian and Living Waters in the planning 
and fellowship for our upcoming bicentennial celebrations. Team 200 is also especially grateful for the 
active guidance, leadership and participation of Pastor Ballantine who wisely advised at the beginning 
of this endeavor that “two hundred years of active Christian ministry and mission is a remarkable 
milestone, providing us with an opportunity to remember, reflect upon and celebrate our past”. 
 
Team 200: 
Pastor Bruce Ballantine  Anita Hutton 
MaryEllen Castaldo   Peggy Norris 
Joan Davies    Joe Suplicki 
Sue Dickinson    Jessica Strader Paz 
Dana Feeney    Sandy Santangelo 
Donna Flagg    Rodger Yaden 
 
 
“For the Lord is good, and his love endures forever: his faithfulness continues through all generations” 

Psalm 100:5 (NIV) 
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Finance & Stewardship Committee 

Annual Report to Congregation 

 

The year of our Lord 2022, will be remembered as a year of “swing and miss”.  The 

budgeting process took place at the end of 2021 and we were deep into the uncertainty 

of how Covid would play out and its impact on church activities and operations. The 

finance committee decided it was best to plan on the conservative side.  Though we 

were seeing possible changes for 2022, we only had the last 2 years of near closure to 

determine revenue and expense probabilities.  Creating a vision of our prospects for 

2022, the committee identified several major issues facing it; 

1. If the pandemic finally abated as spring approached, we probably would not see 

our choir return in full until the launch of our new school year in September, 

since they normally take the summer months off. That did not happen as we 

predicted. The Covid restrictions were greatly reduced far sooner than 

anticipated, resulting in having our talented professional soloists back in mid-

Winter instead of the fall. 

2. We started experiencing larger “in church” numbers toward the end of 2021 and 

figured if we did lift several of the COVID restrictions, that by March we would 

be back “in church” and no longer needing to pay for streaming our Sunday 

church services. Again, a miscalculation on our part. It seems the streaming 

service has become and is still a very key element in providing an important 

opportunity for our congregation and others to worship remotely on Sundays. 

3. Following a study by the property committee, roughly $175,000 in critical repairs 

and maintenance projects were identified that Session felt needed to be 

addressed and funds were allocated to start doing this work in phases.  This was 

in addition to our capital improvement funds left to the church by Paul and Jo 

Haffey. 

This led us to propose our first deficit budget in a long time at First Pres.  We started the 

year with some extra cash and felt that with a slow “return to normal” in 2022, we could 

allocate dollars to the maintenance projects and choir, while cautiously anticipating an 

increase of revenue from church usage and not streaming our church services.   

As we look back on 2022, we see this as our swings turned out to be misses.  Choir came 

back in late January; so many members and friends enjoyed the online streaming of our 

church service, especially our less-mobile members, the broadcasting of our services 

continued; we did not see usage increase though your pledges exceeded budget and the 

church did not receive any new gifts or bequests in 2022; and lastly, though some 

repairs did get completed, energy costs and inflation increased many of our general 
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expenses by 25% to 50%.  When you add all this up, we ended the year with a larger 

than expected deficit.   

The church is still healthy and well financed.  We are supported by our Endowment 

Committee and by a supportive congregation that year after year meets or exceeds 

every obligation we have.  We are also taking steps to control costs and cutting almost 

$20,000 in expenses from the 2023 budget.  One being the hiring of our own bookkeeper 

/ account, Lavonne McMillen. 

Attached to this document are the 2022 numbers and the 2023 approved budget.  We 

are back to a “zero based budget”, in other words, revenue equals expenses.  We did get 

a significant increase in pledges and we are expecting more income from church usage 

and gifts.  We feel confident that we are back on solid footing and remain committed to 

controlling spending in all areas.  Together, we will continue “being the church” and 

celebrating 200 Years of God’s Grace and Glory. 

I would like to recognize and thank the members of the Finance & Stewardship 

Committee, Andy Castadi, Lori Edelbach, Lew Dickinson, John Eylia and Glen 

Santangelo, under Pastor Bruce’s leadership, this is an outstanding group of people 

dedicated to the ministry and mission of our church.  We meet at least every month.  

We plan, report and advise Session on the finances of the church.  This will be my last 

year as Chair in serving you and leading this committee.  My promise was to leave our 

church in better financial footing than when I assumed the leadership role, I hope I have 

done that for you.  It has been a privilege serving you and this church. 

May God continue to shine light upon us and continue to be good stewards of God’s 

creation and service to God’s people. 

With love and prayer, 

Richard J Friedl 

Finance & Stewardship Committee – Chair 

rjfriedl139@gmail.com 

201.414.1210 
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2023 BUDGET

2022 Budget 2022 Yr End #'s Approved Budget 2023

Income from Church Activiies

Pledges 290,000$                301,885$   318,000$  

Per‐Capita Contribution 2,500$   2,652$   3,000$  

Plate Contributions 2,500$   4,700$   5,000$  

Interest* 500$   24$   ‐$  

Nursery School 100,000$                107,100$   126,000$  

Church School 250$   ‐$  

Holiday Offerings 5,000$   4,338$   5,000$  

Vacation Bible School 250$   309$   300$  

Sub‐Total 401,000$                421,008$   457,300$  

Income from Facility Usage

Hobbyist 16,500$                   17,500$   17,500$   

Connections 2,500$   2,438$   3,000$  

Living Waters Fellowship 4,800$   4,850$   5,000$  

Trinty Presbyterian Church 24,000$                   24,000$   25,200$   

Summer Heat 31,500$                   31,800$   34,500$   

Holmstead School 7,800$   5,850$   8,000$  

Proper Kitchen ‐$   2,829$   ‐$  

Rdwd Singers & NJ Choral & GS 1,000$   2,300$   1,000$  

Wedding/Funeral ‐$   ‐$   ‐$  

Parking Lot Income 38,500$                   38,500$   40,950$   

Misc. Usage Fees 2,500$   12,580$   10,000$   

Sub‐Total 129,100$                142,647$   145,150$  

Other Income

Programs 100$   ‐$  

Haffey ‐ Capital Improvements 75,000$                   33,492$   75,000$   

Haffey ‐ Mission 20,000$                   20,000$   20,000$   

Gifts & Misc Income: 10,000$                   530$   10,000$   

In & Out Items (Earmarked Money) 10,000$                   12,082$   15,000$   

OGHS / Ukraine 24,797$  

Correction (1,819)$  

Sub‐Total 115,100$                89,082$   120,000$  

Non‐Recurring Income 15,000$                  ‐$   15,000$   

Endowment / Restricted Funds Transfer 23,000$                  27,315$   25,000$   

PERIOD INCOME 683,200$                680,052$   762,450$  

INCOME
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2023 BUDGET

2022 Budget Actual Yr End #'s 2023 Expected Expenses

Expenses from Church Activities

Per‐Capita to Presbytery 8,000$   8,050$   8,000$   

Property: General Expeditures 90,000$                   163,271$   127,500$  

Special Projects 45,000$                   Incl 6,750$   

Capital Improvements ‐ Haffey 75,000$                   33,492$   75,000$  

Property Sub‐Total 218,000$                196,763$   209,250$   

Personnel: Pastor (total package) 125,000$                132,061$   135,300$  

Pastor Reimbursment Acct 3,400$   25$   3,250$   

Supply Pastor 1,500$   1,250$   1,500$   

Other Church Staff 195,000$                228,575$   228,150$  

Youth Leader 3,000$   ‐$    500$   

Technology/Tesla Media ‐$   19,033$   18,200$  

Computer Hard & Software ‐$   213$   400$   

Payroll Taxes 26,500$                   25,797$   26,900$  

Sub‐Total 354,400$                406,954$   414,200$   

Expenses from Committee Activities

Christian Education ‐ (Incl Nursery) 2,500$   5,934$   10,000$  

Advertising 500$   624$   500$   

Mission / Benevolences 30,000$                   28,413$   28,000$  

Worship & Arts 12,500$                   10,655$   6,000$   

Growth 2,250$   1,298$   2,000$   

Church Office, incl Postage 27,500$                   38,342$   27,500$  

Computer / Technology 3,500$   1,298$   1,500$   

Hospitality 750$   889$   1,000$   

Professional Services 25,000$                   15,760$   1,000$   

Finance & Stewardship 2,500$   1,700$   1,000$   

Deacons 2,500$   1,613$   2,500$   

Insurance 35,000$                   14,984$   35,000$  

In & Out Funds / Projects 10,000$                   26,313$   15,000$  

Sub‐Total 154,500$                147,823$   131,000$   

BUDGETED EXPENSES 726,900$                759,590$   762,450$   

Net Ordinary Income (Loss) (43,700)$                 (79,538)$    ‐$   

EXPENSES
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