We are a welcoming community formed in Christ, committed to sharing his love with
others – with feet that carry us out into the world, with hands that serve, and with hearts
in fellowship and faith.

Dear Friends,
As January gives way to February, I think of Valentine’s Day. And of course, Valentine’s Day makes me think of love.
The word love has many meanings. This celebrated mid-winter holiday brings to mind the exciting I love you of a young
couple discovering romance and new love in each other, as well as the mature love experienced by a couple whose
relationship of love has grown and deepened through the ups and downs of a long life together.
As a Christian, I am also reminded of God’s love for the world and for humanity, most fully expressed in the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus, as well as the implications of such love for us in this life and the next. Just as I am reminded of Jesus’
double love commandment: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” [Luke 10:27]
Likewise, I am reminded of St. Paul’s beautiful words to the Christian community in Corinth: “Love is patient, love is kind.
It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered,
it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres.” [1 Corinthians 13:4-7 NIV]
It strikes me that most of us want to be loved, just as we want to be people who love and love well. Therefore, I think most
of us strive to practice what I call St. Paul’s bullet points of love by doing our best to offer others patience, kindness and
forgiveness as needed.
Toward that end, perhaps one role of the church is to serve as a rehearsal space where we can learn and practice and finetune the art of loving others.
I am reminded of a cartoon that pictures a preacher at the pulpit and a deacon sitting behind him with a grumpy expression
on his face. The preacher says, "So until next Sunday, remember that God loves you, I love you, and Brother Al here is
working on it."
The reality is that loving one another does require some work, some effort, some practice. Doing our best, sometimes falling
short, then trying again. And it’s not always easy. Yet, loving one another is precisely what Jesus, on the night before he
died, commanded his disciples and therefore also members of the church to do: “This is my commandment, that you love
one another as I have loved you.” [John 15:12]
As William Sloane Coffin once wrote: “If Christ is God's love in person on earth, churches ought to be God's love in an
organization on earth. If love is what it's all about, where are we going to celebrate this love unless in community with
loving people? Essentially what a church or temple ought to be is a community of loving people who believe that our lives
consist of an abundance of love - not of an abundance of possessions.” [William Sloane Coffin, "Who Needs Organized
Religion?" Questions of Faith (Philadelphia: Trinity Press International, 1990), 31]
Friends, may we be that kind of church. May we love one another abundantly! Happy Valentine’s Day!
Love,
Bruce

Endowment Corner

FOR THE LOVE OF GOD…
For the love of fashion, we buy clothes.
For the love of beauty we buy makeup.
For the love of travel we buy plane tickets.
For the love of education we go into debt.
For the love of a slimmer silhouette we exhaust ourselves with exercise.
For the love of guilty pleasure we buy ice cream.
And, what do we buy and/or do for the love of God?
We strive to live lives that mirror His love for us. We give to our church because we love God and it is a place
where we can come together in His name and celebrate in community the joy knowing Him brings to our
lives.
Giving to Endowment says we believe in the importance of the church to carry the message now and forever
to all peoples so that all may know the love of the One who gives us life and sustains us through all things.
“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets,
the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built
up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge
of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ.”
-Ephesians 4:11-13
Gifts to endowment are gifts that keep on giving. Only the interest and earned income from the principal are
spent so the principal keeps growing and the larger the principal the greater the amount to help our church and
to give to those in greatest need.
Contributions can be given at any time in any amount through our Programs of Tree of Life Leaves and Stones,
Green Umbrella Note Cards, Memorials or out-right cash gifts. (Brochures can be found on the tables in the
hallway). Checks can be made out to First Presbyterian Church with a memo for Endowment.

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Sunday School Notes
Due to the concern of the spike in omicron cases, we are not holding “in person” Sunday School classes or
Confirmation classes at this time. Bible lesson videos are posted on line on our Facebook page each Sunday at
9:45 AM. We are learning about the women in the Bible! Confirmation classes are held via Zoom on Sundays
at 11:30 AM, time is subject to change.

Christian Ed and Growth committees are sponsoring this soup fundraiser!
All proceeds will support Eva’s Village in Paterson, NJ
How it works:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

A SignUpGenius link will be emailed to our church members Feb. 1st
If you are not able to access SignUpGenius, call or text MaryEllen at 862-686-8956
An array of soups and chilis will be listed for you to purchase
Sign up and place your order
Soups are $10.00 a quart, Chili and Stew are $12.00 a quart
We are providing a curbside “drive thru pick up” at church on Sat. Feb. 12th from 1 pm to 2 pm
You can also pick up your soup or chili on Sunday, February 13th immediately after worship service.
**The amounts of soup and chili are limited and offered until sold out!**
Lenten Devotional booklets will be available along with youth Lenten calendars!

If you do not wish to place an order for soup you can get into the game by making a donation!

Lenten Food and Non Food Drive
Through the month of March our Sunday school will be collecting
nonperishable food, cleaning and toiletry items that are in great need!
Donations will be given to Social Service Association of Ridgewood.

NO Glass Jars or Containers please! THANK YOU!
© Paper towels, Toilet paper, Tissues
© Cleaning Products (all spray types are greatly needed)
© Sponges, Hand soap, hand sanitizer
© Laundry Detergent
© Diapers (sizes…4,5 & 6) and Baby wipes
Nonperishable food items greatly needed~
Parmalat
Canned proteins (chicken & tuna)
Instant oatmeal
Canned soups Mac & cheese

Tomato sauce
Peanut butter

Pasta
Jelly

First Presbyterian Church of Ridgewood, New Jersey
Spiritual Connections with Friends ~ Small Group Study
Wonderstruck: Awaken to the Nearness of God
by Margaret Feinberg
Study via Zoom: Five (5) Sessions
Tuesdays, February 15 – March 15, 2022
What: In Wonderstruck, Margaret invites you to toss back the covers, climb out of bed, and
drink in the fullness of life. Through the book, we’ll explore the wonders of God as found in
the Scripture. Together, our eyes will be opened to the wonder of God’s presence, the wonder
of creation, the wonder of prayer, the wonder of rest, the wonder of friendship, the wonder of
forgiveness, and so much more. We’ll explore how to develop a renewed passion for God,
find extraordinary moments on ordinary days, discover peace in knowing we’re wildly loved
and recognize the presence of God in the midst of our routine.

When:

Tuesdays starting February 15 – March 15, 2022
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Where:

In the comfort of your home via Zoom
Schedule
The Wonder of…

Session 1

February 15

Session 2

February 22

Session 3

March 1

Session 4

March 8

Session 5

March 15

Chapter 1 Divine Expectation
Chapter 2 God’s Presence
Chapter 3 Creation
Chapter 4 Rest
Chapter 5 Prayer
Chapter 6 Restoration
Chapter 7 Friendship
Chapter 8 Forgiveness
Chapter 9 Gratitude
Chapter 10 Abundant life

To register, please email Donna Flagg – flaggbda@gmail.com
or call 201-818-6881 by Tuesday, February 1.
Purchase your book on Amazon, or contact Donna Flagg
by February 1 for the church to order a book at $11.65 for you to pick up.
A Zoom link will be emailed to you with information and readings.

MISSION
On Sunday, January 2, the McDevitt family delivered dinner to
the men at St. Paul's Homeless Shelter. The meal was put
together by generous volunteers and fed approximately 25
men. Volunteers were Britt Tunick (first time volunteering with
us coordinating) who made macaroni and cheese, Joanne
Bonwick who made meatballs, Jeanine Jamieson (another first
time volunteer with us coordinating) who made pineapple cole
slaw, Sue Dickinson who provided rolls and fruit, and a last minute fill-in by the
McDevitts who purchased 3 pizzas from Anthony Francos. Thank you all for your
contributions!
As always, the men who came out to meet us, and carried the trays into the shelter,
were excited to see the different dishes that were brought to them, and thanked us,
offering God's blessings and wishing us a Happy New Year.
We have been truly blessed with generous volunteers for this mission, and are thrilled to
say that we are scheduled with all parts of the meals through April of this year. Thank
you for making this mission possible! Of course, we're always scheduling ahead, so if
you know already that you'd like to provide something for May, June or July, please
reach out to Suzy or Sam McDevitt.
Suzy: suzyjmcd2@yahoo.com or text at 201-315-2063
Sam: sammcdev99@gmail.com or text at 201-820-8056
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Mission committee continues to collect new socks until the
end of February. Socks are the most requested item at homeless
shelters to keep feet warm and dry. You will find a basket in the
cloister hallway for your donations.
Thank you for your support!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
One Great Hour of Sharing Connects Us All!
A devastating tornado may have leveled their church but not their spirit! One month later, the Session of
First Presbyterian Mayfield, KY voted to rebuild on the same site to serve
God and their community.
Our Endowment fund sent $1000 to the Kentucky Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (a part of One Great Hour of Sharing) and the Mayfield church
received a grant from OGHS to assist in their rebuild. Please pray for
strength and perseverance for our brothers and sisters of faith.
This battered and dented cross was recovered from First Presbyterian
Church in Mayfield, Kentucky, on Dec. 24, 2021.

(Photo by Ryan C. Hermens, Lexington Herald-Leader)

The Weekday Nursery School is bustling with activity!
In addition to our regular program, the children are enjoying our Lunch/Play & Spectacular Science Enrichment
Class.
We continue to meet with our students with in person learning and move to virtual learning for some classes
when needed.
We just completed our annual parent/teacher conferences in January. During the month of February, our classes
will be celebrating Valentine’s Day by making special Valentine’s for their families and sharing special treats
with their classmates.
Registration for the 2022-2023 school year is underway. There are still openings for the 22/23 school year. We
offer programs for children 2 ½– 6 years, 5 days/week. Please contact Julia Bolt, Director, at 201-445-2552 for
more information and a tour of our preschool. Church members receive a tuition discount. We offer a fun,
nurturing environment, while preparing our children for Kindergarten. We look forward to hearing from you!

Per Capita –What’s In It for Me?
by Dr. William McConnell, Mission Engagement Advisor | Special
to Presbyterian News Service
It’s that time of year again: time to take a quick breath to recall Advent and
Christmas celebrations; time to look ahead to what the new year will bring. It’s
also time to consider your local congregation’s missional priorities and the
financial pledges you have received so that a budget can be finalized.
And about that budget: What is this “Per Capita” number that the presbytery sends us? Are they asking for money,
again? What does Per Capita do for me? What does it do for my church?
These are all important and appropriate questions. As a connectional church, our work is maintained, sustained and
funded by a financial system called “Per Capita.” In this system, each governing body above the local congregation’s
session determines how much it will cost to do what the Book of Order and the next higher governing council require.
Each body also calculates what it will cost to do the ministries it believes God is calling it to do. And the General
Assembly determines the cost of maintaining the structures and systems at the national level that support the internal
work of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and its relationships with other faith communities around the world.
Has your congregation ever benefitted from Per Capita payments made to your presbytery, synod or the Office of the
General Assembly? Before you say no, let me ask you to consider the following questions:
Has your pastor ever consulted with presbytery leadership for guidance?
Have you ever searched for a new pastor?
Has a member of your congregation sensed a call to ordained ministry and begun the discernment process?
Has your pastor or Clerk of Session referenced the Book of Order when your session is making decisions?
Have members of your congregation served as commissioners to the General Assembly?
Has a member of the Office of General Assembly staff ever attended your presbytery meeting to help interpret the
church’s work?
Have you read statements from our Stated Clerk, the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, about issues facing our world?
If you answered yes to any of those questions (and there are many more), you and your congregation have benefitted
from the dollars you have contributed to Per Capita.
Our church is a connectional body of believers. We thrive when every member of the body is healthy and works
together. At its core, Per Capita helps us to do just that.
“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it
is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body … and we were all made to drink of one Spirit”
(1 Corinthians 12:12–13).

As the Clerk of Session at First Pres, I know the answers to all of the above questions are YES!
The Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey has set the Per Capita fee apportionment for 2022 at
$40.00 per member (not per household). Please Venmo or send a check to the church with Per
Capita noted in the memo line.

Winter Worship Windows

Who was Saint Valentine?
By Chelsea Rocks (this article is paraphrased, the original appeared in The Scotsman 2/5/2021)

Valentine was a priest or bishop in Rome, who lived during the third century after Christ. He
was allegedly jailed by Roman emperor Claudius II for his deceit and unwillingness to obey
the emperor's orders to stop performing Christian marriages. He was also said to be guilty of
helping persecuted Christians. Claudius had ruled against Christian teaching as he did not
want people to worship anyone other than him. According to legend, Saint Valentine wrote
letters to Claudius’ daughter, and miraculously rid her of blindness. He also befriended
Claudius, but when he tried to convert the emperor to Christianity, he was condemned to
death. Valentine wrote his final letter to the daughter of Claudius before his execution, signing
it “from your valentine”. He was beaten with clubs and stones, then beheaded outside the
Flaminian Gate in Rome before being buried at a Christian cemetery on the Via Flaminia.
Saint Valentine is not thought to have had any intimate relationship with Claudius’ daughter.
When did he become a Saint?
Saint Valentine was given a feast day by Pope Gelasius in 496 AD. The Feast of Saint Valentine (Saint Valentine's Day)
has been observed each 14 February since then. In the high middle ages (1000-1250 AD), Saint Valentine became an icon
for love and romance. He is still identified as a saint by the Catholic Church, and his feast day celebrates his life on the
day he was killed - 14 February. Saint Valentine is the patron saint of lovers, epileptics, and beekeepers.

Quarterly Session Actions
·
·
·
·

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Adopted a Safe Conduct Policy for Children
Approved the installation service of Pastor Bruce Ballantine on 11/28/2021
Permitted the East room of the church to be used for Ridgewood High School’s Project Graduation
2022
Granted a request from Ridgewood High School’s Project Graduation 2022 to raffle off 96 church
parking spots (to be used on day of Graduation) during their fashion show as a fundraiser for the
project.
Hired Sarah Eliya and Katherine Pavao as nursery room attendants on Sundays (when nursery reopens)
Increased the charge for chancel flowers in 2022 to $60.00
Allowed a request from 2 members to create a book exchange
Voted to hold the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 30, 2022 via Zoom at 11:45 AM
Changed the days the church office is open (on a 6 month trial basis) to Tuesday-Friday
Approved the 2022 Church Budget
Formed a Church Bicentennial Committee for 2023
Allowed the Mission Committee to change its name to the Mission, Peace and Righteousness Team
Approved a Session retreat in the spring
Elected Officers of the Corporation for 2022- President- Richard Davies, V. President- Rick Friedl,
Treasurer-Andy Castaldi, Secretary- Joan Davies

Kali-Roi Eklof
Jill Critchley
Matthew Leibfred
Linda Strickland
Andy McDevitt

David Marchionni
Al Schagen
Salwa Eliya
Doris Greenleaf

Church Staff~
Pastor

Rev. Bruce Ballantine

Director of Children & Families

MaryEllen Castaldo

Director of Music

Dr. Edward Schmiedecke

Organist

Linda Sweetman Waters

Director of Youth Music and Handbells

Carol Schmiedecke

Administrative Manager

Dana Feeney

Youth Leader

Jessica Strader

Tom Carozza

Sexton

Custodian

George Wood

Director Nursery School

Julia Bolt

Newsletter Editor

Joan Davies (Volunteer)

Church Phone (201) 652-2504
Pastor Bruce: (215) 337-5623 please contact him directly for Pastoral Care
www.firstpresridgewood.org
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For more information

www.campjburg.org

