
                                    
 

      
    

 

 

We are a welcoming community formed in Christ, committed to sharing his love with others – with 
feet that carry us out into the world, with hands that serve, and with hearts in fellowship and faith.   

    

Dear Friends, 

I am excited to share with you that Rev. Butros Zaour, Pastor of the National Evangelical Church (Presbyterian) in 
Damascus, Syria, will be our guest preacher on Sunday, February 19!   
 
When I visited Syria in October, I met a number of pastors, their families and members of their congregations. During 
conversations, which often took place over coffee and cookies or around the dinner table, I heard their stories and began 
to understand the challenges of the Syrian people. Syria is still suffering from the devastation caused by years of war. 
Economic sanctions have crippled the Syrian economy. Hyperinflation has caused the cost of consumer goods to 
skyrocket.  And it is estimated that 90% of the Syrian population now lives below the poverty line. To say that life is difficult 
there would be an understatement.  
 
Yet, the people I met in the churches of Syria face these challenges with faith and resilience. During worship services, the 
sanctuaries are packed, the singing is robust, and the conversations during coffee hour are filled with joy and laughter. 
Just as important, the churches are doing the important work of sharing the love of Christ with their neighbors. 
One of the churches I visited during the October trip is the National Evangelical Church of Damascus. This church was 
struck by a stray mortar shell in 2015, leaving a gaping hole in the ceiling as well as damage to the chancel and pulpit. 
Since that time, the sanctuary has been renovated, resulting in a beautiful worship space.  
 
The church’s pastor, Rev. Zaour, his wife Wafa, and members of the congregation welcomed our team with open arms. 
They arranged for us to visit a church in nearby Ain Shara, where I was privileged to preach. We also worshiped in a satellite 
church in Jaramana, a section of Damascus where a number of war refugees have settled. And of course, on that Sunday 
morning we worshiped in the main church in Damascus. Throughout the weekend, our team was treated to several 
delicious Middle Eastern meals. Twice I was seated next to Butros and Wafa, and I thoroughly enjoyed getting to know 
them! 
 
Therefore, I am extremely pleased that Butros and Wafa are able to visit First Pres during the weekend of February 17-
20.  They will join us for worship that Sunday, February 19!  And I hope you will too! I know you will be blessed to meet 
them! 
 
Grace and peace,  
 
Bruce 
 



 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

                                             Bicentennial Kickoff January 15, 2023!  

Rev. Sam Stone presents 
the Bicentennial banner as a 
gift from Trinity 
Presbyterian Church  

Rev. Steve Huston offers greetings 
from the Presbytery of Northeast 
New Jersey and reads a letter from 
the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, the 
Stated Clerk of the General 
Assembly 

200 Seconds shared by 
Joan Davies, Clerk of 
Session 

 Celebrating God’s Gift of Grace with   
communion cups circa 1910!  

“The Once and Future Church” 
sermon by Pastor Ballantine 

The First Presbyterian Church 200th Anniversary Hymn was presented, with 3 verses written by Dr. Edward Schmiedecke! 



 

  

  Celebration Time! 

      With special thanks to Team 200! 

Pastor Bruce Ballantine, MaryEllen Castaldo, 
Joan Davies, Sue Dickinson, Dana Feeney, 
Donna Flagg, Anita Hutton, Peggy Norris, Joe 
Suplicki, Sandy Santangelo, and Jessica 
Strader Paz 



    

        

Thank you to all who attended this wonderful Bicentennial Kickoff event, to those who were with us in 
spirit and to all who watched on line, we are blessed to be part of God’s family at First Pres! 
 



 
 

 

 
 

                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

      The Bororodchany Iconostasis 

        I recently read an article in Smithsonian Magazine that detailed the Ukrainian effort to save a 
       valuable ancient religious work of art in the midst of the current war on their homeland.  The 
      work, referred to as the Bohorodchany Iconostasis, is a 42-foot -high , 36-foot-wide wall  of gilded 
      icons created between 1698 and 1705 by artist , Yov Kondzelevych.  It is considered by some to be   
      the pinnacle of  Ukrainian art.  It has had a turbulent history, being dismantled and secured in  
       bunkers several  times in its 318 year existence. It most recently was displayed in the National  
       Museum in Lyviv and is now secured in yet another undisclosed location. The work to save this  
      national treasure is painstaking and arduous but is driven by a love for  the history of a people of   
     faith.   
 
       It made me think about our Bicentennial celebration and our history. By European standards our 
       history is in its infancy.  But we are the evolving infants and we ask, what are we creating that will 
      remain worthy of saving for the faith of future generations? Look around you, what do you see  
      that you would hope would live on for those coming after you? What, in the church, would you 
      work to preserve if it were in jeopardy? What has special meaning for you? 
 
        As a member of the Endowment Committee I knew right away what I would take a risk to save. 
         I‘d grab the tiny screwdriver I use to install the Leaves and Stones on the “Tree of Life” and 
         remove each one , being careful  not to scratch  the brass plates. I would wrap them all 
         carefully and look forward to the day they could be put  back in place. The Leaves and Stones,  
         and now Doves,  are a history of  God’s people in our church.  We are not a perfect people but we  
         are joined together in love and forgiveness through  God’s  Grace.   

Submitted by Joanne Bonwick 
 
         Maybe you would like to add someone to our “Tree” as a Bicentennial gift - perhaps someone  
          who passed before we had a “Tree”. We would love this to be a banner year for adding to our  
         “Tree of Life.”  Contact Laura Magrath at magrath@optonline.net or Joanne Bonwick  
           joannedbonwick@gmail.com for more information.  Brochures are in the hallways. 

 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                   Endowment Corner 



 
On New Year's Day, the McDevitt family delivered food made by volunteers to St. Paul's men's 
shelter for dinner.  
 
The generous donations of time, skill, ingredients and love were provided by Sue Dickinson who 
made a baked ham, Sandy Santangelo who made twice baked potatoes and roasted garlic 
broccoli, and Laura Magrath who made jello fruit salad and cornbread. We thank these 
volunteers from the bottom of our hearts for helping to keep this mission going, and feeding the 
men at St. Paul's. Also part of the meal was chicken Francaise leftover and frozen from the 
Consecration luncheon, baked ziti leftover and frozen from a Deacon and Elder dinner, and 
brownies that remained after the annual bake sale and were frozen. 
 
Each month, on the first Sunday, we need 5 volunteers from First Pres to donate items for the 
dinner. We provide the men with 3 entrees, a vegetable or salad dish, fruit and bread or dinner 
rolls.  
 
Volunteers do not need to be good cooks! Store-bought items also work well, such as pizzas, 
fried chicken, potato salad, heroes, etc. So if you've been thinking of helping out, but have held 
off because you don't think you're a good cook, there is still opportunity for you to do so!  
 
We are now scheduling for the February, March and April meals. A big thank you to all who have 
volunteered items for these meals! 
 
Please feel free to reach out to Suzy McDevitt if you'd like to help, or if you're just considering 
but have some questions. She can help you with ideas for a dish to make or purchase, and 
explain to you how it "works," and how much would be needed. You can reach her by email 
at suzyjmcd2@yahoo.com or by text at 201-315-2063.  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

It’s that time again, please support OGHS! 
February 22 - April 9, 2023 

Millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, 
education, and opportunity. 
The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing - Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of 
People - all work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. 
From initial disaster response to ongoing community development, their work fits 
together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
                      Get into the game by making a donation in a soup pot after worship service on  

Sunday, February 12th, 2023.  

Church school students will be posted at all exits to collect your donations after worship. 

 Let’s come together! As we enjoy the Super Bowl and remember those who do not have 
even a bowl of soup to eat!  Please join us after Worship and enjoy a cup of soup or chili 

courtesy of Christian Ed and Growth committees in our Auditorium! 

Our goal in our church’s Bicentennial year is to provide “200” meals!  
 

Help us to support Eva’s Village in Paterson, N.J. So they can continue to be the place “where hope begins” 
for so many. 
 

                                                                                                   MISSION 

10 meals cost $51.50  
100 meals cost $515.00 

*200 meals cost $1030.00 



Recent Sunday school lessons included John the Baptist and the baptism of Jesus, Jesus calls his 12 disciples, 
and The Beatitudes. Thank you CJ Torielli, for serving as liturgist during Sunday worship on January 1st! 

On January 22nd our Youth led our worship service on the third Sunday of Epiphany. In the 
sermon portion of the service our First Pres. students presented 200 seconds of sharing what 
First Pres. Church means to them as part of our church’s bicentennial celebration! 

   

   
            

 

Richard served First Pres as an Elder and as Head usher. 

Richard was blessed with great wit and always had a joke 
or humorous anecdote to tell which left you with a smile!      
He will be deeply missed by all who knew and loved him. 

“These things have I spoken to you, that My joy may 
remain in you, and that your joy may be full.” John 
15:11 

Please keep Marjorie and the Vanacore family in your 
prayers. 

 
 

Sunday School Notes 

Thank you to all the students who participated!  

Olivia Davis                Francesca Feltmann                 

Luke Eliya                   Luke Feltmann 

Maddy Eliya                Hudson Feeney           

 CJ Torielli                   Dante Torielli   

200 second reflections from Amanda and Kyle Schnure 
were read by Jill Critchley and MaryEllen Castaldo  

                                                                We Remember Richard Vanacore   



 
  

 
      
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In baptism God claims us, and seals us to show that we belong to God. God frees us from sin and death, uniting us with 
Jesus Christ in his death and resurrection. By water and the Holy Spirit, we are made members of the church, the body of 
Christ, and joined to Christ's ministry of love, peace, and justice.  
 
   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Charlotte Ann Hlavacek received 
the sacrament of baptism on 
1/8/2023 

We welcome her parents, Kate 
and Tim as new members! 

On 1/22/2023 Riley McKenna DeRemer and her mom, Alisha DeRemer 
received the sacrament of baptism.  

           We welcomed Sean and Alisha DeRemer as new members! 

Blest be the tie that binds 

Our hearts in Christian 
love; 

The fellowship of kindred 
minds 

Is like to that above. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We just completed our annual parent/teacher conferences in January. The Nursery School staff 
prepared a Developmental Checklist and Student Portfolio for each child. Student Portfolios 
and Developmental Checklist were shared with parents during their conference time.  
  
All classes have given a warm welcome to Winter!  All content areas of the curriculum have 
incorporated our Winter theme. Some of the fun activities included: creating unique snow 
people, Winter Sensory Bin, Magic Milk Science experiment, and Winter literacy.      
  
If you are looking for a quality, nurturing preschool for your 2 ½ - 6-year-old child, or know 
of someone who is, please call us to arrange a tour of our school.  We have begun registration 
for the 2023-2024 school year and classes are filling quickly!  We offer various preschool 
programs, including our Extended Day Pre K program, Lunch/Play, Enrichment Classes & 
Summer Camp.  Active members of First Pres. Church receive a tuition discount.  If you have 
any questions about our program, please call Julia Bolt, Director, @ 201-445-2552. 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 “Per Capita is crucial to the overall health of the 
PC(USA), because it binds presbyteries, synods, and 
congregations together in one church.” 

– J. Herbert Nelson, II, 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the PC(USA) 

 
The Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey has set the Per Capita fee 

apportionment for 2023 at $40.00 per member. You may use Venmo or send a check to the church 
office with Per Capita noted in the memo line. 
 
       
 
 

As we welcomed in 2023 and the New Year, we also welcomed in a new 
chapter at First Pres with the celebration of our bicentennial on January 15th.  
Over 200 years ago, our founding members took a step in faith and now we 
are the ones entrusted to ensure our church continues to thrive into the 
future. 

This year as we celebrate, your Nominating Committee is asking you to say 
“yes” to the future by considering what gifts and talents you can share with 
First Pres. Our committee will be developing the 2023 slate for candidates to 

serve in the life of the church as Elders and Deacons. These leadership roles directly affect how we as a church support 
one another and the community through worship, mission and care as we fulfill Jesus’ teachings to serve one another with 
hearts in fellowship and faith. 

Each year, just as our founding members did 200 years ago, we are asked to envision what does the future hold? So let 
the New Year and this new chapter in the history of First Pres. spur you “toward love and good deeds” (Hebrews 10:24-
25) by volunteering to serve as a Deacon, Elder or on a church committee.   

If serving with a joyous and willing heart is your answer to “what is God calling me to do?” please feel free to reach out 
and drop a note in Anita Hutton’s church mailbox, email at anitac.hutton@gmail.com or by phone at 201-358-8970.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

Happy 2023 from Your Nominating Committee 

 Stop by the Collentine Room on your way to or 
from worship to view church treasures discovered 
by Team 200! 

This will be a rotating display throughout our 
Bicentennial Year! 



     Kali-Roi Eklof             David Marchionni 
    Jill Critchley             Andy McDevitt      
    Matthew Leibfred     Salwa Eliya   
    Linda Strickland              Doris Greenleaf 

        
 

 
 

 
Church Staff~  
  
Pastor                                                  Rev. Bruce Ballantine  

Director of Children & Families          MaryEllen Castaldo  

Director of Music            Dr. Edward Schmiedecke  

Organist                 Linda Sweetman Waters  

Director of Youth Music and Handbells    Carol Schmiedecke  

Administrative Manager                              Dana Feeney  

Bookkeeper                                                     Lavonne Mcmillen    

Tom Carozza                         Sexton 

Custodian                         George Wood 

Director Nursery School                       Julia Bolt 

Newsletter Editor           Joan Davies (Volunteer)  

 Church Phone (201) 652-2504  
 Pastor Bruce: (215) 337-5623 please contact him directly for Pastoral Care         
                                                 www.firstpresridgewood.org  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
            
 
 


