
  

 

         

                         
      

 

We are a welcoming community formed in Christ, committed to sharing his love with others – with 
feet that carry us out into the world, with hands that serve, and with hearts in fellowship and faith.     

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
Recently, as I’ve glanced at my December calendar, I’ve been reminded that once upon a time in the days before COVID, here 
at First Pres we sometimes held an Invite a Friend Sunday. And typically that took place during the month of December. It was 
an opportunity to share the warmth of God’s love with someone we care about. It became an invitation to friends, neighbors 
and family members to experience that feeling of Christian community we have come to appreciate about First Pres.  
 
December ~ Invite a Friend Month 
This year I am asking you to think of December as Invite a Friend Month! Please take a moment and think about who in your 
world would appreciate an invitation to Sunday morning worship or one of the special events on the church’s December 
calendar. This is the perfect time of year to invite someone to church.  The sanctuary has been decorated and is especially 
beautiful. And people, who are already thinking about Christmas and the birth of Christ, may be more receptive than usual to 
your invitation. 
 
Whom might you invite? 
 

·  Perhaps an individual or family who recently moved to the area. 
· A friend who is struggling and searching for answers. 
· A neighbor who has mentioned she needs to “get back to church.” 
· A family member who hasn’t been to church in a while. 
· A friend who loves music and would appreciate our music ministry. 

 
Sunday morning worship begins at 10:00. In addition, the following December events offer wonderful opportunities to invite 
a friend: 
 
Sunday, December 4 - Celebration of Light - Don’t miss this special outdoor event as members of all ages gather on the 
church’s front lawn at 5:00 p.m. to celebrate the lighting of our evergreen tree, sing carols, and enjoy hot cocoa, hot cider and 
s’mores. There will be a craft table for children and some fire pits and heaters to keep us warm!  
 
Sunday, December 18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent + Worship at 10:00 a.m. + This service will include the Advent Candle 
Lighting and the Annual Christmas Pageant.  This is one of the very special services of the church year as our children will 
lead us in worship.  
  
Sunday, December 18 - Following the service, be sure to join us at 11:00 a.m. for our Annual Bake Sale! Proceeds will fund 
scholarships for homeless children to attend Camp Lots of Fun in 2023. Bakers and buyers needed! 

Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service + Join us at 7:30 p.m. in person or online and have your spirit 
nourished during this traditional Service of Lessons and Carols ~ a service rich with familiar readings and beautiful music! 
Sermon title: A Song of Hope. 

I look forward to seeing you and your friends in December! 
 
Grace and peace, Bruce   
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‘“SCANDALOUS GENEROSITY”!!! 

    
              Now, there’s a phrase that gets your attention! When Dr. Eileen Lindner 

                preached on Consecration Sunday, she didn’t mince words. She said,  
           “Generosity is giving more than you can, and taking less than you want”. 

               (A quote of William Sloane Coffin.)  She continued, 
      “In many ways giving in the 21st century is counter-cultural.  
      We’re supposed to hoard our money and show the world how  
       successful we are with the most expensive handbags, cars, etc.  
       but the message of Jesus is to give to the weak, the hungry,  
       the homeless, the lonely, the isolated, the bereft.  
       Generosity blesses the lives of others.” 

 
               Dr. Lindner recalled that at a World Council of Churches meeting  
               Desmond Tutu spoke about the jewelry factory he had founded  
               that was providing jobs for women in Africa..  
               When asked how he had afforded the money to buy a factory,  
               Tutu said “It was a ‘scandalous’ act of generosity from women 
               around the world who wanted to help other women.”  

 
In this Christmas Season  

Consider a ‘Scandalous Act of Generosity ‘ 
  to our Endowment Fund! 

 
Your giving is our church’s living. 

 
Checks can be made out to First Presbyterian Church 

with a note in memo to “Endowment” 
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On Sunday, November 6, the McDevitt family delivered food made 
by volunteers to St. Paul's men's shelter for dinner.  
 
The generous donations of time, skill, ingredients and love were 
provided by Joan Davies who made baked ziti with sausage, Joanne 
Bonwick who made sweet and sour meatballs, Suzy McDevitt who 

made Mexican chicken lasagna, Sue Dickinson who made a pasta salad with antipasti ingredients, and Dana 
Feeney who provided several different types of fresh bread and fruit. Cake left over and frozen from a previous 
church event was also taken to the men, as well as Sue's extra Halloween candy. We thank these volunteers 
from the bottom of our hearts for keeping this mission going, and feeding the men of St. Paul's. 
 
Each month, on the first Sunday, we need 5 volunteers from First Pres to donate items for the dinner. We 
provide the men with 3 entrees, a vegetable or salad dish, fruit and bread or dinner rolls.  
Volunteers do not need to be good cooks! Store-bought items also work well, such as pizzas, fried chicken, 
potato salad, heroes, etc. So if you've been thinking of helping out, but have held off because you don't think 
you're a good cook, there is still opportunity for you to do so!  
 
The December and January meal scheduling has been completed, and we are now starting the scheduling for 
February, March and April. A big thank you to all who have volunteered items for these meals! 
Please feel free to reach out to Suzy McDevitt if you'd like to help, or if you're just considering but have some 
questions. She can help you with ideas for a dish to make or purchase, and explain to you how it "works," and 
how much would be needed. You can reach her by email at suzyjmcd2@yahoo.com or by text at 201-315-
2063.  
 
  

Give the gift of warmth this Christmas! 

The Mission Peace and Social Righteousness Team is collecting new or 
gently used coats.  

There is a collection box in the cloister. You may donate coats until 
December 31st   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Mission Peace and Social Righteousness Committee is asking you 
to help make Christmas a little brighter for a child whose parent is 
incarcerated. We have committed to sponsoring 25 children this year. 

The Angel Tree Prison Fellowship Program is virtual. To select a child 
to sponsor please right click on the link below, select open hyperlink. 
  
Virtual Angel Tree - VAT (angeltreetool.org) 
 

Please help make Christmas a little brighter for a child or two! 

                   Mission 



  

 
 
 

Team 200 is selling once in a lifetime, limited edition, gold plated, church 
bicentennial ornaments for members, friends and families! 
 
Cost is $20.00 with all proceeds going towards our bicentennial celebrations 
being planned for 2023.  
 
You will find a table set up in the auditorium on most Sundays, or stop by the 
church office on any Tuesday through Friday morning.   
 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
     Calling all bakers and goodie lovers! 
 
The Annual Christmas bake sale will be held on 
Sunday, December 18th! 
 
Please contact MaryEllen if you can bake! 
 
    All proceeds go to Camp Lots of Fun! 
 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
The Annual Celebration of Light will take place on Sunday, 
December, 4th at 5:00 PM! 
 
Plan to come and enjoy s’mores, hot chocolate, caroling and a 
children’s craft! 
 
               Music will be led by Brian Princing! 
 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary and order a  
poinsettia plant in honor of or in memory of someone, please 
call the church office by December 12th. The cost is $12.00. 
Plants may be picked up on January 8th after the worship 
service. 
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              On behalf of the entire First Pres. Nursery School, we wish 
                each of you a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                 

 
 
 

 



  

  
 
 
  

  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 A gift of gratitude~ 
 
Pastor Bruce presented the church with a cross he purchased at Tony’s shop in 
Damascus during his recent mission trip with the Outreach Foundation. 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Church World Service/Jersey City Request for Housing for Ukrainian Refugees 
In the near future, the New York/New Jersey area is set to receive between 25,000 and 30,000 Ukrainians, 
arriving either via Uniting4Ukraine or with tourist visas. Some intend to remain in the United States, but the 
vast majority hope to return to Ukraine once the war ends. The biggest challenge these war refugees face is 
housing. Church World Service Jersey City has access to a grant from Airbnb that covers emergency housing 
for two weeks at a time. However, there is a severe housing shortage in the United States broadly and in New 
Jersey specifically, and many Ukrainian refugees are struggling to make ends meet. If you have access to 
housing resources in New Jersey that you would be interested in donating to Ukrainians on a limited basis, you 
may contact Maria Sciancalepore <msciancalepore@cwsglobal.org> or Golnazsadat Golriz 
<ggolriz@cwsglobal.org> at Church World Service Jersey City to determine if you are able to meet their 
needs.  

 
On 11/13/2022 
we welcomed new 
members Kateryna 
and Ivan 
Mashliakevych! 
 
And their son, Yan, 
was baptized 
by Pastor Bruce! 
 
Blest be the tie that 
binds! 



  

 
 

 

 

 



  

 
The lessons we covered in November-The Lord’s Prayer (scavenger hunt), Parable 
of the Lost Sheep & Coin, Christ the King Sunday, 1st Sunday in Advent. 

 
Thank you to our First Pres. Youth who served as liturgists in November! 
Patrick Edelbach: Sunday, November 6th.  
Frankie and Luke Feltmann: Sunday, November 27th 

 
 

CHRISTMAS MART  
On Sunday, December 11th and 18th all church school students 
will have an opportunity to shop at no cost for their families 
and friends at our Christmas Mart located in the Sacristy!   

 
 

 
 

During the month of December we are collecting NEW hats,   
gloves, mittens and scarves to support Center for Food Action in 
Mahwah. Our mitten tree is located in the sanctuary. You can place 
your items on the tree. There will be a box in the cloister hallway 
marked mitten tree donations as well. Please help someone stay 
warm this winter season! Sponsored by the CE committee. 

 
 

 
We invite you to celebrate our Savior’s birth on Sunday, 
December 11th after worship in our auditorium during 
coffee hour. There will be crafts, games, prizes, birthday 
cupcakes and a take home treat!  

 
 

 
 
Please join us on December 18th at 10:00 AM for our Christmas pageant “Away in a 
Manger”! 
                                      

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School Notes  



  

 
      Sophia Burger 
      Alex Cascardo 
      Linda Cascardo 
      Jim Goudsward 
      JoAnne Massey 
      Fay Reid 

                                                        Victoria Schnure 
                                                   Joel Schwartz 

                                                          Glenn Santangelo 
 

 
 
Church Staff~ 
 
Pastor                                                  Rev. Bruce Ballantine  

Director of Children & Families          MaryEllen Castaldo  

Director of Music     Dr. Ed Schmiedecke  

Organist                 Linda Sweetman Waters  

Director Cherub Choir and Bells                 Carol Schmiedecke  

Administrative Manager                              Dana Feeney  

Tom Carozza                         Sexton 

Custodian                         George Wood 

Director Nursery School                       Julia Bolt 

Newsletter Editor           Joan Davies (Volunteer)    

 Church Phone (201) 652-2504 
 Pastor Bruce: (215) 337-5623  
 
 
                
    

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Come to our Christmas Eve candlelight service at 7:30 PM on December 24th!  

                             Let’s celebrate the birth of our Lord together! 

 

           If you are not on our church birthday list, please email davies333@aol.com 
 


