
  

 

           
   

 

We are a welcoming community formed in Christ, committed to sharing his love with others – with 
feet that carry us out into the world, with hands that serve, and with hearts in fellowship and faith.     

 

 

 

 

  Dear Friends, 

As we approach Good Friday, I am reminded of these haunting words from Matthew 27:46: My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me? Spoken by Jesus as he hangs on the cross, these words, through the centuries, have been 
understood in a number of ways by those who follow him. Here Jesus is quoting the opening verse of Psalm 22, and 
his use of these words has been called his cry of dereliction.    

Psalm 22 is a psalm of lament. The beauty of the psalms is that, taken as a whole, they reflect the full range of 
human experience. Psalms of lament are a form of prayer which express to God our deepest feelings of pain, despair 
and even hopelessness. Psalms of lament give voice to the human complaint against a God who allows bad things 
to happen to good people.  The human Jesus, as he suffers a slow, physically painful death on a Roman cross, is 
taunted by onlookers and abandoned by many of his closest friends and followers. And in the moment when he 
utters these words, Jesus feels abandoned, even by God.   

I am not suggesting that Jesus actually was abandoned by God. I don’t believe that he was. There is plenty of 
scripture to suggest that God will never abandon us, not even in our darkest hour. And Jesus was well aware of that. 
But these words express how he felt in that moment. My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Yet, even as he experiences this painful, humiliating death on a cross; and even as he feels as if God has left him 
and says so, notice his faith. The very fact that Jesus utters this prayer reveals a deep-seated belief or faith that God 
has not left him, and God will hear him. He might be hanging onto that faith by his fingertips, but he’s not letting 
go. My God, my God ….  

If we think about it, these words, which are so often read on Good Friday, can actually offer us encouragement in 
our times of trial, those times when we feel alone or abandoned, times when we may feel our own faith slipping 
away. In these words spoken from the cross, Jesus gives us permission to question God, even as we hold onto God. 
My God, my God. In the end, that may be enough.  

This Good Friday, we have been invited to attend Trinity Presbyterian Church’s online Good Friday Meditation at 
1:00 p.m., which is approximately the time when Jesus was crucified. The service consists of various scripture 
readings as well as music. To participate, click the Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/5513331133. Or go to the Trinity 
website: www.FruitfulLife.org. 

May you have a meaningful Good Friday! 

Grace and peace, 

Bruce  
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Broadway’s original little orphan ‘Annie’ premiered on April 1, 1977. 
 

One of the most popular songs from the iconic musical is ‘Tomorrow’, a catchy tune that still plays 
well in local theaters. It’s a simple song about hope in the face of loss and struggle. 
The last year has seen unprecedented, world-wide loss and struggle and yet we still wait hopefully 
for the sun to come out, because it will.  
                                
Our Endowment Committee celebrates the generosity of all those who chose to support our church 
through Endowment giving in 2020. You have helped us thrive and grow substantially in spite of 
harsh financial times.  

 
A very grateful thank you to our 2020 donors: 

You made the sun come out! 
 
 
                            Alward, Nancy *                                        Johnston, Janet 
                            Anonymous                                               Kaiser, Judith 
                            Bonwick, Larry & Joanne                           Kender, Don & Evelyn 
                            Burns, George & Sandra*                            Kirkpatrick, Thomas* 
                            Clapp, Lois* & Syme, Don*                         Kristakis, Michele* 
                            Davies, Richard & Joan                              Lavallee, Joanne Bruckman 
                            Dwyer, Robert*                                          OCLC, Inc* 
                            Eklof, Kali-Roi                                           Repetto, David & Michele* 
                            Frank, William & Anne*                              Schagen, Albert 
                            Haffey, Paul & Alpha Jo                             Shaw, David & Mary 
                            Hekemian, Robert*                                    Tarvin Realtors* 
                            Hock, Fletcher & Dana*                             Tiffany, Robert* 
                            Hothem, Claire                                          Unger, Marcia 
                           Jamieson, Jeanine                                      Weyant, Don & Mary 
                

       *non members 
 
 

 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                               Endowment Corner 
 



  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Things have been very busy at the weekday Nursery 
School. Everything is going well for the Nursery 
School despite the challenges presented by the 
pandemic. All the staff and students continue to 
remain safe and healthy! :)  

  
 
 
 
 
In February, the children and staff enjoyed our Valentine’s Day celebrations!  Each 
of our classes made special Valentine’s for their families and shared special treats 
with their classmates!  
 
 
 
 
 

March was a busy month in the Nursery School. The children and teachers 
enjoyed a school wide theme of Read Across America. The students 
enjoyed special stories, creative crafts, and wearing silly clothes, 
teachers included! We had a wonderful Dr. Seuss Spirit week! 
We also celebrated St. Patrick’s Day by having St. Patrick’s Day centers, 
green-themed snacks and special crafts.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is underway! We offer programs for 
children 2 ½ years – 5 years, 5 days/week.  Please contact Julia Bolt, Director, at 
201-445-2552 for more information and a tour of our preschool. Church members 
receive a tuition discount. We offer a fun, nurturing environment, while preparing 
our children for Kindergarten. We look forward to hearing from you!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                     Nursery School News 



  

 
In March, Glen Rock Girl Scout Troop 94484 under the direction of church 
member Jessica Lee, cooked a delicious meal for the residents of St. Paul's! 
The seven girls prepared: mac and cheese, baked ziti, lasagna, honey glazed 
pork loin, BBQ chicken casserole, and turkey sausage and potatoes, plus 
green salad, fruit salad, and fresh bread. There was such a big variety because 
all the girls were eager to cook. They prepared the meal as part of a Scouting 
award on food sources, nutrition, and food insecurity. They are looking forward 
to next year, when they can hopefully serve the residents in person! Thank you 
Jessica and Troop 94484!  
 

We currently need volunteers for Sunday, May 2nd, Sunday, June 6th, and Sunday, July 4th. Please 
contact Sam McDevitt if you are interested in volunteering to provide anything for any of these three 
dates. You can contact Sam at sammcdev99@gmail.com or at 201-820-8056. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

In March, the Yates, McDevitt, Feeney, Torielli, Schnure, 
Burger, Edelbach, Feltmann, Castaldo, and Strader Families 
donated items to fill 9 Birthday Bags for Ridgewood Social 
Services.  Each bag contained a gift, book, cake mix, 
frosting, candles, streamers, plates, forks, napkins, 
wrapping paper, tissue paper, tape, and a large birthday bag 
to hold it all together.   
Together, we were able to give 9 children ages 2-10 (F10, 
M10, F9, F9, M8, F6, M5, M3, M2) all the supplies their 
families would need to have a wonderful birthday 
celebration.  Over 500 families in Ridgewood are signed up 
through Ridgewood Social Services.  Our giving allows 
them to experience a sense of normalcy and have a birthday 
that all children should have - one filled with cake, gifts, 
and memories to last a lifetime.   Jess Strader 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     
  
                           
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   One Great Hour of Sharing~ 
                 Because we are the church together~ 
                                                                               
                    It’s not too late to donate! 

                                                                      Mission  



  

 
 
 
 
 

Kyle Feltmann           Isabella Burger  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
   Shane Strickland 
 
 
 
   
 

                  Amanda Schnure 
Gianna Torielli 
 

 
 
 

 
 
                   Thank you to our High School youth for participating as liturgists during Lent! 



  

 
During Lenten Season, lessons were presented on the temptation of Jesus, 
Jesus cleanses the temple, a lesson on prayer, and a special visit from 
Capt. Pete who was looking for the wrong kind of treasure! Then we 
learned about Holy week and Easter Sunday!   
 

Students were encouraged to choose Lenten prayer partners or to connect with last year’s 
prayer partners. It is so important to pray for one another and for the youth of our church to 
get to know our church’s members.  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
At the end of February, 50 cards were sent to our First Pres "snowbirds". I intended to have 
the card making event in-person but the comfort level of the families just wasn't there.  So we 
got creative!   
Nine High School Students participated virtually to send a card to members who might usually 
be headed down somewhere warm but were instead snowed 
in.  Each card included a paper snowflake with a scripture 
on it to give our snowbird members a little more 
"snow".  Each student also wrote about themselves: how old 
they were, what they liked to do, etc.  Thank you to Katelyn 
Edlebach, Patrick Edlebach, Frankie Feltmann, Samantha 
McDevitt, Amanda Schnure, Shane Strickland, Gianna 
Torielli, Palmer Yates, and Will Yates for bringing joy to 
our members. Jess Strader 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 Thank you to everyone who donated to our Lenten Food/ Non Food Drive 

 in support of Social Service Association of Ridgewood!  
Your donations helped so many families and individuals in need.  

Your generosity is greatly appreciated!  
God Bless you all! 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Please check your information in the new directory and let the office or Sue Dickinson 
know of any changes or updates so we have accurate information. The office phone is 
201 652-2504 and Sue’s email is lewandsue@optonline.net 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Per Capita Apportionment for 2021 is $42.00 per member. 
The per capita is our contribution to the Presbytery, the Synod and 
the General Assembly. 
 



  

 
 
 
Church Staff~ 
 
Pastor                                                  Rev. Bruce Ballantine  

Director of Children & Families          MaryEllen Castaldo  

Director of Music     Dr. Ed Schmiedecke  

Organist                 Linda Sweetman Waters  

Director Cherub Choir and Bells                 Carol Schmiedecke  

Administrative Manager                              Dana Feeney  

Youth Leader                                                  Jessica Strader    

Tom Carozza                         Sexton 

Custodian                         George Wood 

Director Nursery School                       Julia Bolt 

Newsletter Editor           Joan Davies (Volunteer)    

 Church Phone (201) 652-2504 
 Pastor Bruce: (215) 337-5623 please contact him directly for Pastoral Care        
                                                 www.firstpresridgewood.org 
 
 
                  
       
  

 
 
Maundy Thursday Service will take place at 6:00 p.m. Thursday, April 1 in the 
Sanctuary and will be available via livestream as well. A link will be sent by 
email. The service will include the Sacrament of The Lord's Supper. 

 


